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Navy  backs  down  in 
two  gay  ROTC  cases 

Following  pressure  from  members  of  Congress 
and  more  than  50  universities ,  the  Navy 
reverses  its  decision  to  make  two  “disenrolled” 
midshipmen  pay  back  their  ROTC  scholarships 
—  but  the  Army  holds  firm 


By  Laura  Briggs 

WASHINGTON  —  In  the  face  of  mount¬ 
ing  opposition  to  its  policy  of  excluding  gay 
men  and  lesbians,  the  U.S.  Navy  announced 
May  8  that  it  will  not  seek  repayment  of 
Reserve  Officer  Training  Corps  (ROTC) 
college  scholarships  from  two  gay  mid¬ 
shipmen  who  were  forced  out  of  the  Navy 
when  they  came  out.  However,  Rep.  Gerry 
Studds  (D-Mass.),  who  is  openly 
learned  that  a  third  gay  Navy  ROTC  mid¬ 
shipman  is  still  being  forced  to  return  his 
scholarship  funds. 

In  addition,  the  U.S.  Army  has  made  no 
move  to  reverse  its  decision  to  require  gay 
ROTC  cadet  James  Holobaugh  to  repay  his 
scholarship  (see  GCN,  March  18,  1990). 

The  Navy  sent  letters  to  Robb  Bettiker  at 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
(MIT)  and  David  Carney  of  Harvard 
University  informing  them  that  due  to  “ex¬ 
tenuating  circumstances,’’  the  Navy  would 
waive  “the  requirement  for  active  duty  or 
reimbursement  upon  disenrollment.” 

According  to  Navy  spokesperson  Lt. 
Commander  John  Tull,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  H.  Lawrence  Garrett  III,  had 
previously  ruled  that  the  Navy  would  seek 
recoupment  of  the  scholarships.  Tull  said 
that  Garrett  reversed  himself  in  the  course 
of  a  normal  30-day  review  of  that  decision. 
Tull  refused  to  comment  on  what  the  “ex¬ 
tenuating  circumstances”  were. 

“The  only  ‘extenuating  circumstances’ 
were  the  amount  of  publicity  these  cases 
got,”  said  Bettiker’s  lawyer,  Mary  Bonauto 
of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD). 

“The  thing  with  Bettiker  and  Carney  did 
not  happen  in  isolation,  and  the  letter  does 
not  address  other  students  who  are 
disenrolled  from  the  Navy  ROTC  for  being 
gay,”  she  told  GCN.  Navy  spokesperson 
Tull  agreed,  saying,  “Each  case  is  con¬ 
sidered  on  its  own  individual  merit,”  he 
said. 

Following  the  Navy’s  announcement, 
Studds,  who  has  spearheaded  an  anti- 
ROTC  effort  in  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives,  sent  a  letter  to  Garrett.  Studds  said 
That  while  he  was  pleased  with  this  decision, 
he  had  also  heard  from  a  third  midshipman 
who  “faces  the  precise  situation  as  Mr. 
Carney  and  Mr.  Bettiker.”  (According  to 
Kate  Dyer  of  Studds’  office,  the  gay  mid¬ 
shipman,  who  has  asked  to  remain 
anonymous,  was  also  “disenrolled”  from 
the  Navy  and  subsequently  received  a  letter 
demanding  the  return  of  funds  from  his 
scholarship  or  the  initiation  of  a  repayment 
plan  within  30  days.  The  letter  is  dated  April 
27,  the  same  day  Garrett  sent  a  memoran¬ 
dum  to  the  Chief  of  Naval  Personnel  an¬ 
nouncing  the  decision  not  to  require  Bet¬ 
tiker  to  repay  his  scholarship.) 

“Must  I  look  forward  to  hearing  from 
midshipman  after  midshipman,”  asked 
Studds  in  the  letter,  “who  has  been  ordered 


to  repay  funds  which  —  as  the  Navy 
acknowledged  with  regards  to  Carney  and 
Bettiker  —  he  should  not  be  required  to 
repay?”  Studds  requested  a  formal  an¬ 
nouncement  about  the  Navy’s  policy  on 
recoupment  of  funds  from  gay  midshipmen 
and  a  list  of  other  midshipmen  in  similar 
situations. 

In  early  March,  Studds  sent  a  letter  on 
Holobaugh’s  behalf  to  Army  ROTC  second 
region  Commanding’  GenerSf  Ciiarle? 
Hansell  in  Ft.  Knox,  Ky.,  that  was  signed  by 
24  other  representatives.  A  March  29  letter 
sent  on  behalf  of  Bettiker  and  Carney  was 
signed  by  35  members  of  Congress. 

The  Navy’s  recent  decision  comes  in  the 
wake  of  widespread  support  for  Bettiker, 
Carney  and  former  army  cadet  Holobaugh. 
Prior  to  Holobaugh’s  decision  to  refuse 
payment  to  the  Army,  there  had  been  no 
publicized  cases  in  which  the  military  not 
only  dismissed  someone  because  of  sexual 
preference,  but  also  demanded  repayment 
of  scholarship  money. 

“It’s  equivalent  to  spitting  in  your  face 
and  charging  you  for  a  glass  of  water,”  said 
Sandy  Lowe  of  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund.  “Now,  they’re  still  spit¬ 
ting  in  your  face,  they’re  just  not  charging 
you  for  it.” 

Bettiker  came  out  to  his  commanding  of¬ 
ficer  in  November  1988  and  his  case  was 
reviewed  at  the  local  level.  Although  the 
local  board  found  no  intention  to  deceive 
the  Navy  on  Bettiker’s  part  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  he  not  be  forced  to  repay  his 
scholarship,  Garrett  overturned  the  deci¬ 
sion. 

Bettiker  told  GCN  that  his  decision  to 
come  out  was  a  difficult  one.  “It  was  really 
hard  to  walk  into  his  office  and  tell  him,”  he 
said.  “But  then  I  thought  about  how  guard¬ 
ed  I  felt  at  ROTC  drills,  wondering  if 
something  I  said  had  let  people  know  that  I 
was  gay.  I  tried  to  imagine  doing  that  over 
five  years.  I  thought  that  I  would  not  be  able 
to  lie  24  hours  a  day,”  said  Bettiker. 

Despite  Bettiker’s  and  Carney’s  victories. 
Army  officials  continue  to  demand  repay¬ 
ment  from  Holobaugh.  According  to 
Holobaugh’s  attorney,  William  Rubenstein 
of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(ACLU)  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Project, 
the  national  Army  ROTC  board  at  Ft.  Knox 
has  received  a  copy  of  the  Navy’s  decision. 
The  ACLU  has  filed  a  brief  on  Holobaugh’s 
behalf  and  is  awaiting  a  decision  from  the 
national  board.  So  far,  three  different  Army 
ROTC  governing  bodies  have  approved  the 
December  decision  by  Holobaugh’s  review 
board  demanding  repayment. 

Currently,  there  are  at  least  two  other 
cases  involving  gay  military  students.  Lamb¬ 
da  Legal  Defense  is  appealing  the  case  of 
Joseph  Steffan,  who  was  disenrolled  from 
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Defeating  jesse  Heims 


A  newly  formed  ACT  UP  chapter  in  D.C.  targets  a 
cigarette  company  that  has  donated  big  bucks  to  the 
homophobic  senator,  while  North  Carolina  activists  await 
the  outcome  of  a  Democratic  primary  run-off 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON  —  In  an  effort  to  build 
opposition  to  arch-conservative  Senator 
Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.),  a  group  of  lesbian 
and  gay  activists  has  called  for  a  boycott  of 
Marlboro  cigarettes,  the  brand  produced  by 
Helms’  largest  corporate  supporter,  Philip 
Morris. 

Meanwhile,  on  May  8,  the  three-term  in¬ 
cumbent  cruised  to  a  victory  in  the 
Republican  primary  while  the  top  two 
Democratic  primary  vote-getters  face  a  June 
5  run-off. 

The  boycott,  which  was  called  April  26  by 
the  recently-formed  group  ACT  UP/D.C., 
.is  an  effort  to  attack  Helms  by  putting 
economic  pressure  on  his  corporate  backers, 
according  to  boycott  organizers.  Michael 
Petrelis,  co-coordinator  of  the  boycott,  told 
GCN  that  he  picked  Philip  Morris  as  the 
target  of  the  action  after  he  researched 
records  of  contributions  to  Helms  cam¬ 
paigns.  According  to  Petrelis,  the  huge 
multi-national  has  consistently  contributed 
to  Helms’  campaigns  as  well  as  giving 
$200,000  to  the  recently-announced  Helms 
museum,  to  be  established  in  his  home  town 
of  Monroe,  North  Carolina. 

ACT  UP’s  Melinda  Daniels,  the  other  co¬ 
coordinator  of  the  boycott,  explained  that 
the  group  picked  Marlboro  cigarettes 
because  they  are  the  “most  visible”  Philip 
Morris  product.  In  addition  to  Marlboro, 
the  biggest  selling  cigarette  world-wide,  the 
company  markets  other  cigarette  brands,  as 
well  as  many  non-tobacco  products,  in¬ 
cluding  Miller  beer  and  Kraft  foods. 

Petrelis  said  that  the  group  has  contacted 
ACT  UP  chapters  and  AIDS  activist  groups 
across  the  country  and  in  Europe.  He  said 
that  16  groups  have  endorsed  the  boycott  so 
far,  with  others  expected  to  join.  In  addition 
to  encouraging  individual  Marlboro 
smokers  to  participate  in  the  boycott, 
Petrelis  said  organizers  plan  to  ask  gay  and 
lesbian  bar  owners  to  stop  selling  Marlboros 
in  their  establishments.  He  also  said  the 
group  is  beginning  to  try  to  expand  the 


boycott  beyond  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  by  contacting  other  constituencies 
who  have  been  the  targets  of  Helms’  right- 
wing  legislative  agenda.  So  far  those  efforts 
have  included  outreach  to  artists’  groups 
and  anti-aparheid  groups. 

When  asked  about  the  effectiveness  of  a 
strategy  based  on  the  economic  clout  of  gay 
and  lesbian  smokers,  Petrelis  said  that  non- 
smokers  are  also  encouraged  to  participate 
in  the  boycott  by  jammjng  phone  lines  at 
Philip  Morris  and  by  writing  to  its  head, 
Hamish  Maxwell.  - 

Petrelis  said  boycott  organizers  sent  a  let¬ 
ter  last  month  to  Philip  Morris  announcing 
their  plans  for  the  boycott.  They  demanded 
that  the  company:  apologize  for  past  dona¬ 
tions  to  Helms’  campaigns  and  the  museum; 
promise  not  to  make  any  future  donations 
to  Helms;  and  meet  with  members  of  ACT 
UP/D.C.  Organizers  were  surprised,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Petrelis,  when  Philip  Morris  officials 
in  New  York  contacted  the  group  and  of¬ 
fered  to  meet  in  Washington.  Although  the 
group  did  meet  with  company  officials  on 
April  20,  Petrelis  said  the  corporate 
spokespeople  said  the  company  had  no  in¬ 
tention  of  complying  with  the  other  two 
demands. 

“They  tried  to  get  us  to  go  after  another 
company  —  RJR-Nabisco,”  said  Petrelis. 
He  said  the  Philip  Morris  executives  defend¬ 
ed  the  company’s  contributions  to  Helms’ 
campaigns  on  the  grounds  that  he  represents 
a  tobacco-producing  state.  “Of  course 
Helms  is  from  a  tobacco-producing  state,” 
said  Petrelis,  “but  Philip-Morris  does  not 
distance  itself  when  Helms  engages  in  gay¬ 
bashing  on  the  Senate  floor.” 

Philip-Morris  spokespeople  were  not 
available  for  comment  by  GCN  press  time. 

Who  will  face  Helms? 

While  D.C.  activists  try  to  mobilize  anti- 
Helms  economic  clout,  efforts  to  defeat  the 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  have  chosen  a  certain  lifestyle  which 
I  believe  in  and  that’s  the  lifestyle  that  I  ad¬ 
vocate.  ...  If  they  [Black  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians]  make  a  decision  to  go  in  another 
direction,  that’s  their  decision.” 

—  John  Ray,  Black  (heterosexual)  can¬ 
didate  for  mayor  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  at  a 
meeting  sponsored  by  the  D.C.  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Activists  Alliance.  Ray,  a  Democrat 
and  member  of  the  D.  C.  Council,  told  the 
group  of  lesbian  and  gay  activists  that 
heterosexuality  “is  the  best  way”  for  the 
Black  community. 

Ivy  Young,  an  African-American  lesbian 
who  is  the  director  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force’s  (NGLTF)  Families 
Project,  said  Ray’s  statements  were 
“ untenable ,  outrageous,  and  a  vicious 
assault  on  lesbians  and  gay  men  —  par¬ 
ticularly  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  —  who 
live  in  Washington,  D.C.’’  Young  likened 
Ray’s  comments  to  recent  anti-gay  state¬ 
ments  made  by  Martin  Luther  King  III, 
who  subsequently  apologized  to  the  gay 
community  after  widespread  media  atten¬ 
tion  and  considerable  pressure  from  local 
activists. 

Young  added  that  Ray  “suggests  that  if 
Black  lesbians  and  gays  live  their  lives  open¬ 
ly  they  are  somehow  damaging  the  A frican- 
American  community.  Our  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  does  not  put  us  at  odds  with  our  com¬ 
munity’s  quest  for  freedom.  ” 

Conference 
criticizes  inadequate 
health  care  for 
Asian  and  Pacific 
Islander  people 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Asian  and  Pacific 
Islander  people  living  in  the  Bay  Area  are 
receiving  “frequently  inadequate”  health 
care  despite  disproportionately  high  rates  of 
infectious  and  contagious  diseases. 

These  findings  came  out  of  an  April  20 
conference  here  sponsored  by  the  Asian 
Pacific  Islander  Health  Coalition.  Medical 
officials  said  that  Asian  and  Pacific  Islander 
people,  who  make  up  the  fastest  growing 
population  in  the  United  States,  are  subject 
to  five  times  the  rate  of  tuberculosis,  a  150 
percent  increase  in  AIDS  cases,  and  six 
times  the  rate  of  chronic  hepatitis  B  as  com¬ 
pared  to  other  people  in  the  U.S.,  according 
to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter. 

Kevin  Fong,  AIDS  coordinator  for  the 
Asian  Health  Services  based  in  Oakland, 
said  that  “many  Asians  in  this  country  are 
living  in  poverty,  uninsured  and  have  little 
access  to  ordinary  medical  treatment.” 
Some  of  California’s  more  powerful  politi¬ 
cians  attended  the  first-of-its-kind  con¬ 
ference. 

□  Susan  Schmitz 

Black  prof  steps 
down  in  protest 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  One  of  the  few 
tenured  Black  men  at  Harvard  Law  School 
resigned  April  24  in  protest  of  the  school’s 
failure  to  tenure  any  women  of  color  as  law 
professors.  Derrick  Bell’s  highly  publicized 
resignation  comes  in  the  midst  of  student 
protests  at  law  schools  and  colleges  around 
the  country  against  college  administrations 
which  have  offered  a  very  small  number  of 
tenured  positions  to  women,  people  of  col¬ 
or,  and  openly  gay  people. 

According  to  the  Boston  Herald,  Bell 
said,  “I  cannot  in  good  conscience  continue 
in  a  role  that  limits  rather  than  expands 
faculty  diversity.  I  cannot  continue  to  urge 
students  to  take  risks  for  what  they  believe  if 
1  do  not  practice  my  own  precepts.”  Bell 
said  he  will  not  accept  a  salary  nor  offer 
courses  for  university  credit  until  a  woman 
of  color  is  offered  and  accepts  a  tenured 
position. 

Bell’s  announcement  follows  a  series  of 
recent  demonstrations  by  the  school’s  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Civil  Rights  demanding  increased 
diversity  among  the  law  school’s  tenured 
faculty,  including  more  representation  by 
women,  people  of  color,  and  openly  gay 
people.  Both  Bell  and  the  Coalition  have 
urged  the  school  to  offer  a  tenured  position 
to  Regina  Austin,  a  Black  woman  who  is 
currently  a  visiting  professor  at  Harvard 
Law . 


Bell  is  one  of  three  tenured  Black  pro¬ 
fessors  on  a  faculty  of  60.  Bell  told  the 
Boston  Globe  that  he  was  offered  his  posi¬ 
tion  at  Harvard  in  1969  in  response  to  the 
assassination  of  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr., 
and  the  urban  riots  which  followed. 

A  number  of  other  colleges  and  law 
schools  have  recently  held  similar  demon¬ 
strations,  including  University  of  California 
at  Berkeley,  Harvard  College,  Columbia 
University  law  school.  New  York  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  Queens  College. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Artificial 

insemination  under 

attack  in  London 

« 

LONDON  —  Two  conservative  members 
of  Parliament  are  expected  to  move  this 
month  to  ban  lesbians  and  unmarried 
women  from  receiving  artificial  insemina¬ 
tion  by  donors  (AID).  Ann  Winterton  and 
Harry  Greenway  are  pushing  for  these 
amendments  to  the  Human  Fertilisation  and 
Embryology  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  Campaign  for  Ac¬ 
cess  to  Donor  Information  (CADI)  told 
London’s  Gay  Times,  “What  lies  behind 
these  (AID)  amendments  is  horrific.  It  is 
nothing  less  than  saying  that  only  certain 
women  should  be  allowed  to  have  children. 
It  is  clear  that  these  state-preferred  mothers 
are  ...  white,  able-bodied,  heterosexual  and 
married  and  middle-class.” 

CADI  held  a  successful  lobby  of  the. 
House  of  Commons  on  International 
Women’s  Day  in  March  and  is  pressing  for 
support  from  the  Women’s  Trades  Union 
Congress. 

□  Chris  Nealon 

Haitian-Americans 
call  FDA  racist 

NEW  YORK  —  About  50,000  people 
gathered  here  April  20  to  protest  a  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  (FDA)  policy  banning 
Haitians  from  donating  blood,  according  to 
the  New  York  Times.  The  protesters  charg¬ 
ed  the  FDA  with  racism  for  implying  that 
Haitians  are  especially  likely  to  be  infected 
with  HIV.  (HIV  is  a  virus  thought  by  many 
to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.) 

The  demonstration  came  in  the  wake  of 
similar  actions  in  the  past  two  months.  In 
March,  5,000  people  attended  an  anti-FDA 
protest  at  the  organization’s  Miami  head¬ 
quarters  and  about  3,000  filled  Government 
Center  in  Boston  last  month.  The  FDA  has 
since  announced  that  the  policy  is  under 
review. 

In  a  related  incident,  2,000  demonstrators 
rallied  outside  Miami’s  Krome  detention 
center  last  month  to  denounce  alleged 
physical  and  sexual  abuse  of  Haitian  de¬ 
tainees  by  the  center’s  guards.  An  FBI  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  Krome  center  guards’  ac¬ 
tions  is  currently  underway. 

□.Chris  Nealon 

Orlando  leaves 
Fenway 

BOSTON  —  The  executive  director  of  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  a  clinic 
that  serves  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
here,  has  left  the  organization.  According  to 
Fenway’s  Director  of  Public  Relations  Steve 
Huber,  Dale  Orlando  departed  May  6. 
There  is,  as  yet,  no  word  on  the  reason  for 
her  departure. 

□  Laura  Briggs 


Correction 


The  photograph  of  the  ACT  UP/Boston 
demonstration  that  appeared  in  last  week's  issue 
should  have  been  credited  to  Michael  Galvin. 

Also,  the  photograph  from  the  Bayard  Rustin 
benefit  should  have  been  credited  to  Craig  Peter¬ 
son. 

GCN  regrets  these  errors 
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Urban  Acupuncture 

Traditional  Solutions  to  Modern  Problems 

HIV  Positive? 

'Acupuncture  and  Chinese  herbs  can  help 
to  stabilize  your  condition.  ” 

SAMANTHA  MITCHELL,  LIC.  ACUPUNCTURIST 
82  Glenville  Avenue,  #1 1 
(617)  783-3965 


healthy  teeth . . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


S&G 

SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

_ FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
f  controlled  collective  and  a  union 

TOY  shop,  can  meet  your  complete 

J  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday. 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MA  02130 


'A, 

a 

change 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 

•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 
thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goat. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Streel 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


Fens  attack  injures  two 


Despite  bi  controversy, 
2000  celebrate 
Northampton  Pride 

Some  participants  wear  armbands  in  protest  of  the 
exclusion  of  “bisexual”  from  march  title 


By  Chris  Muther 

NORTHAMPTON,  Mass.  —  More  than 
2000  people  turned  out  Saturday,  May  5,  for 
a  march  which  stirred  both  pride  and  con¬ 
troversy  in  the  lesbian,  bisexual  and  gay 
community  here. 

The  ninth  annual  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
March  featured  the  theme  “Stay  Out  and 
Stay  Proud,”  and  was  criticized  by  many 
for  the  exclusion  of  the  word  “bisexual” 
from  the  march  title,  just  a  year  after  it  had 
been  added.  Many  at  the  rally  wore  arm 
bands  to  protest  the  exclusion. 

Lis  Brook,  a  member  of  the  march  com¬ 
mittee,  said  the  decision  to  drop  “bisexual” 
from  the  march  title  was  based  on  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  desire  to  “broaden  the  scope  of  the 
march  beyond  sexual  preference.” 

Brook  said  last  year’s  march  committee 
changed  the  title  of  the  march  to  include  the 
word  “bisexual”  without  publicizing  that 
possibility  beforehand.  She  said  this  year  the 
community  was  given  several  opportunities 
to  vote  on  the  title  of  the  march  and 
“everyone  was  invited  to  get  involved.”  She 
added  that,  “The  title  and  structure  were 
established  by  a  fair  and  democratic  pro¬ 
cess.” 

The  change  was  first  approved  in 
December  with  a  vote  of  7-6  and  later 
reaffirmed  in  January  with  a  vote  of  31-14 
with  three  abstentions,  she  said.  (See  GCN , 
March  25,  1990.) 

The  march  committee  also  released  a 
statement  of  position  which  said  the  omis¬ 
sion  of  “bisexual”  from  the  title  was  a  state¬ 
ment  of  affiliation  and  not  rejection.  The 
statement  also  said  that  the  purpose  of  the 
march  “strives  to  expand  the  meaning  of 
our  love  and  our  lives  beyond  the  sexual 
minority  status  which  the  mainstream 
assigns  to  us.” 

Brad  Robinson,  a  member  of  the  Valley 
Bisexual  Network  which  has  close  to  150 
members  located  in  Amherst,  said  this 
year’s  march  organizers  tried  to  make  the 
bisexual  population  invisible.  “The  march 
committee  did  a  wonderful  job  of  alienating 
bisexuals  in  the  march  this  year,”  he  said. 

Robinson  said  the  march  committee  also 
excluded  gay  men  from  the  march  by  having 
only  three  male  speakers,  as  opposed  to  the 
10  female  speakers,  address  the  crowd  at  a 
rally  following  the  march. 

Sara  Kendall,  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Bisexual  Women’s  Network,  said  that  by  ex¬ 
cluding  “bisexual”  from  the  march  title,  the 
committee  is  sending  a  bad  message  to  the 
bisexual  community. 

“They’re  not  only  depriving  us  as  part  of 
the  identity,  but  they’re  also  excluding  the 
energy  of  a  whole  movement,”  she  said. 
Kendall  added  that  she  believes  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  feels  threatened  by 
bisexuals  and  needs  to  educate  itself  about  a 
lot  of  the  myths  of  bisexuality. 

Despite  the  controversy  and  drizzle  which 
persisted  throughout  the  day,  many  les¬ 
bians,  bisexuals,  and  gay  men  chose  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  march  to  show  the  struggle 
against  oppression  and  celebrate  their  sex¬ 
uality. 

Sue  Krause,  a  member  of  the  march  com¬ 


mittee,  said  participants  in  the  march  came 
from  throughout  New  England  and  New 
York.  She  estimated  that  this  year’s  atten¬ 
dance  of  about  2000  matched  last  year’s 
“fairly  closely.” 

At  the  rally  following  the  march,  Kevin 
Cathcart,  an  attorney  and  executive  director 
of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD),  said  that  although  the 
gay  community  has  a  great  deal  to  celebrate, 
the  community  still  faces  many  obstacles. 

On  the  positive  side,  he  said,  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  activists  finally  won  back  the  right  to 
care  for  fester  children  in  Massachusetts 
and  mounted  an  “incredible”  effort  that 
led  to  the  passage  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Civil  Rights  bill  last  November.  “We  are 
beginning  to  change  the  myths  and 
preconceptions  that  homosexuals  are  awful 
people,  the  state  [of  Massachusetts]  has 
even  acknowledged  they  were  wrong,”  said 
Cathcart. 

However,  Cathcart  said  these 
developments  face  potential  problems 
because  of  Massachusetts’  budget  dif¬ 
ficulties.  Although  the  legislature  passed  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights  Bill,  he  said, 
the  state  has  no  money  to  enforce  it.  “The 
Massachusetts  Commission  Against 
Discrimination  has  laid  off  half  their 
employees,  and  these  are  the  primary  en¬ 
forcers  of  the  bill,”  he  said.  “The  law  is 
meaningless  if  it’s  not  enforced.” 

Another  threat  to  the  law  is  a  proposed 
November  referendum  which  woujd  over¬ 
ride  the  law.  The  legality  of  the  referendum 
is  currently  being  debated  in  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court. 

Virginia  Appuzzo,  deputy  commissioner 
of  the  New  York  State  AIDS  Advisory 
Council,  told  the  crowd  that  the  struggle  for 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  has  been  the  result  of 
the  strong  will  and  strong  dedication  of  the 
gay  community. 

“Twenty-one  years  ago  this  country 
found  out  that  limp  wrists  could  also 
become  clenched  fists,”  she  said.  “When 
gays  and  lesbians  work  for  17  years  to  win 
the  victory  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights 
Bill,  that  spirit  of  Stonewall  lives.” 

Appuzzo  said  that  the  gay  and  lesbian 
rights  movement  has  moved  through  many 
stages  in  the  past  21  years,  and  that  1990  is  a 
crucial  point  for  the  movement. 

“We’ve  never  needed  each  other  more 
than  we  need  each  other  now.  The  com¬ 
munity  is  facing  an  epidemic  of  humiliation 
from  all  sides,”  she  said. 

Mary  Ford,  Northampton  City  Council 
President,  said  she  is  proud  of  the  diversity 
in  her  city  and  the  contributions  the  gay 
community  has  made  to  Northampton. 

“We  have  been  working  closely  with  the 
gay  community  to  ensure  that  Northampton 
stays  a  safe  and  diverse  community,”  she 
said. 

In  addition  to  a  variety  of  speakers,  enter¬ 
tainment  at  the  post-march  rally  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  poets,  musical  guests,  political 
humorists  and  a  martial  arts 
demonstration.  □ 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  Two  more  men  were  injured 
May  5  in  a  gay-bashing  incident  in 
a  popular  gay  male  cruising  area,  bringing  to 
11  the  total  number  of  attacks  since  Jan.  1, 
1990  in  the  area  in  and  around  the  Fens.  The 
police  still  have  no  suspects  in  the  string  of 
attacks,  and  community  activists  are  plann¬ 
ing  a  stepped-up  response  to  the  assaults. 

Between  January  and  August  of  last  year, 
there  were  nine  other  reported  attacks  in  the 
park.  In  the  May  5  incident,  two  men  walk¬ 
ing  together  near  the  rose  garden  around  2 
a.m.  were  attacked  —  one  struck  on  the 
back  of  the  head  with  a  blunt  object.  One  of 
the  men  required  hospitalization  following 
the  assault. 

“This  is  the  first  attack  where  two  in¬ 
dividuals  were  attacked,”  said  Sgt.  John 
Devany  of  Area  D,  the  police  station  with 
jurisdiction  over  the  investigation.  “It  in¬ 
creases  his  chances  of  being  apprehended.” 
In  all  20  of  the  incidents  in  the  past  two 
years,  victims  have  been  hit  in  the  same 
manner.  However,  most  of  the  attacks  have 
occurred  in  the  Victory  Garden  area,  .some 
distance  from  the  rose  garden.  Some 
assaults  have  also  occurred  on  the  streets 
outside  the  park.  In  all  the  previous  attacks, 
the  victim  was  alone. 

According  to  Ann  Sanders,  Mayor  Ray¬ 
mond  Flynn’s  liaison  to  the. lesbian  and  gay 


community.  Police  Commissioner  Francis 
Roache  has  identified  the  series  of  attacks  as 
a  high  priority.  Sanders  said  the  police 
department  has  increased  the  amount  of 
time  detectives  are  investigating  the  case. 
Earlier,  community  activists  questioned 
police  commitment  to  finding  the  assailant. 

The  Boston  police  have  established  a 
24-hour  hotline  to  receive  calls  from  anyone 
with  information  about  the  attack.  “We 
believe  that  people  have  heard  and  seen 
things  that  could  help  us  find  the  attacker, 
but  they  may  not  know  the  importance  of 
what  they  saw,  or  they  may  be  afraid  to 
come  forward,”  said  Sanders.  Those  calling 
the  hotline  will  be  answered  by  a  machine 
where  they  can  leave  information 
anonymously.  The  hotline’s  number  is 
426-4184. 

The  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  has  planned  a  forum  for 
May  15  to  discuss  responses  to  violence 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men.  According  to 
Joyce  Collier  of  the  Fenway  Victim 
Recovery  Program,  possible  strategies  that 
will  be  discussed  include  increasing  the  ex¬ 
isting  citizen’s  foot  patrols,  and  self-defense 
training.  Community  activists  from  the  Fen¬ 
way  Victim  Recovery  Program  and  Street- 
Safe  will  speak.  □ 


Helms 


Continued  from  page  I 

homophobe’s  bid  for  a  fourth  term  continue 
in  North  Carolina.  In  the  Democratic 
primary  on  May  8,  the  field  of  challengers  to 
Helms  was  narrowed  down  to  two.  Harvey 
Gannt,  the  Black  former  mayor  of 
Charlotte  and  the  choice  of  most  pro¬ 
gressive  voters  in  the  state,  emerged  the  top 
vote-getter  in  the  primary,  garnering  39  per¬ 
cent  of  the  vote. 

Had  Gannt  managed  to  get  40  percent,  he 
would  have  automatically  become  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Helms’  seat.  But 
without  40  percent  supporting  Gannt,  the 
second  place  finisher,  Michael  Easley,  was 
able  to  call  for  a  run-off-  between  himself 
and  Gannt.  Mandy  Carter,  the  Black  lesbian 
activist  who  is  the  director  of  a  grassroots  ef¬ 
fort  to  beat  Helms  this  fall,  told  GCN  she 
was  disappointed  that  Easley,  who  got  30 
percent  of  the  vote,  had  called  for  the  run¬ 
off.  Easley,  a  white  district  attorney,  is  the 
candidate  of  the  “traditional  North 
Carolina  Democrats,”  while  Gannt  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  “progressive,  gay  and  lesbian, 
and  pro-choice  voters,”  according  to 
Carter.  (Gannt  received  $5,000,  the  max¬ 
imum  allowable  campaign  contribution, 
from  the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund, 
the  largest  lesbian  and  gay  political  action 
committee  (PAC)  in  the  country.) 

When  asked  who  would  have  a  better 
chance  beating  Helms,  Carter  said  she 
thought  Gannt  could  run  “the  most 
dynamic  campaign.  The  dynamics  of  a 
Black  man  taking  on  a  senator  like  Helms 
offers  the  most  drama,”  she  said,  adding 
that  Gannt  was  more  outspoken  in  his 
criticism  of  Helms  during  the  primary  than 
the  other  Democratic  candidates. 

Carter  said  North  Carolina  Senate  Vote 
’90,  the  recently-formed  state-wide 
grassroots  group  aimed  at  defeating  Helms, 
is  considering  a  possible  endorsement  of 
Gannt  in  the  June  5  run-off  election.  (See 
GCN,  April  1,  1990.)  Whether  or  not  the 
group  makes  a  run-off  endorsement,  it  will 
back  the  winner  of  that  election  in  the  race 
against  Helms. 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Note:  North  Carolina  Senate  Vote  ’90  has 
received  approval  as  a  PAC  from  the 
Federal  Elections  Commission,  so  that  it  can 
now  accept  contributions.  Because  it  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  federal  elections  laws,  contact  the 
organization  for  regulations  on  contribu¬ 
tions  o  ver  $50.  To  contribute  or  for  more  in¬ 
formation,  write  to  the  organization  at:  604 
West  Chape!  Hill  St.,  Durham,  NC  27701; 
or  cal I  (919)  682-6374. 


ROTC 


Continued  from  page  I 

the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis  when  his 
commanding  officer  discovered  that  he  was 
gay  six  weeks  before  he  was  due  to  graduate 
in  1987.  Another  gay  Navy  ROTC  student, 
Peter  Laska,  told  the  Bay  Area  Reporter 
that  he  was  ousted  from  the  program  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1986  when  he 


Ousted  gay  ROTC  cadet  James  Holobaugh 


informed  his  commanding  officer  he  was 
gay.  The  Navy  has  demanded  that  he  repay 
funds  used  for  his  education.  (According  to 
Dyer,  Studds’  office  does  not  consider 
Laska’s  case  winnable  because  his  academic 
difficulties  enable  ROTC  to  claim  he  was 
dismissed  for  academic  reasons.) 

There  is  a  growing  movement  on  college 
campuses  around(the  country  to  discontinue 
their  relationships  with  ROTC  because  of  its 
policy  of  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation.  The  recent  wave  of  protest 
began  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin- 
Madison,  where  the  faculty  voted  Dec.  4  to 
recommend  suspension  of  ROTC  to  the 
Board  of  Regents  (see  GCN,  Dec.  24,  1989). 
While  the  school’s  Board  of  Regents  re¬ 
jected  that  proposal  (see  GCN,  Feb.  11, 
1990),  more  than  50  other  schools  have 
voted  on  proposals  to  ban  ROTC. 

Representatives  from  25  colleges  and 
universities  across  the  Midwest,  where  much 
of  the  debate  has  taken  place,  held  a 
simultaneous  press  conference  May  4  to 
condemn  the  military’s  homophobic  policy. 

Allowing  ROTC  programs  on  campus  is 
increasingly  being  seen  as  incompatible  with 
schools’  human  rights  policies  prohibiting 
discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation. 
At  MIT,  53  percent  of  undergraduates- ex¬ 
pressing  an  opinion  voted  May  8  in  favor  of 
suspending  ROTC  if  it  does  not  change  its 
anti-gay  policy  within  the  next  four  years. 
The  Undergraduate  Association  passed  a 
resolution  in  March  urging  the  university  to 
suspend  ROTC,  and  MIT  President  John 
Deutsch  also  sent  a  sharply  worded  letter  to 
Secretary  of  Defense  Richard  Cheney  con¬ 
demning  the  policy. 

“At  a  school  where  the  military  influence 
is  very  high,  I  think  that  says  something,” 
said  Undergraduate  Association  Council 
election  monitor  Dave  Atkins,  a  senior  at 
MIT.  “We  didn’t  ask,  ‘Do  you  think  the 
policy  of  discrimination  is  wrong?’  because 
that’s  something  that  we  can  say  without  a 
poll.”  □ 
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GCN  Job  Opening: 
Coordinating  Editor 

Available  late  june/early  July.  Provide  overall 
coordination  and  administration  of  the  financial,  ad¬ 
ministrative,  and  public  relations  aspects  of  GCN. 
Develop  annual  budgets,  financial  strategies,  and 
fundraising  projects.  Edit  the  “Community  Voices” 
section  of  the  newspaper.  Assist  coordination  of 
Board  and  staff  committees,  as  well  as  volunteers. 

Qualifications:  Strong  administrative,  financial 
and  editing  skills  and  experience.  Experience  with 
non-profit  administration  and  fundraising.  Strong 
interpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills. 

Deadline  for  applications:  extended  to  June  I,  1990 

Classifieds/Word 
Processing  Coordinator 

Description:  Half-time  word  processing,  half-time 
classifieds.  Coordinate  word  processing  of  all  ar¬ 
ticles  for  paper.  Promote  and  develop  classified 
advertising,  manage  billing  and  accounts  for 
classified  ads  and  bookstore  distribution,  work  with 
promotions  staff  on  increasing  bookstore  sales. 

Qualifications:  Typing  60-plus  words  per  minute, 
strong  organizational  and  business  skills,  promo¬ 
tions  experience,  familiarity  with  computers 
(Microsoft  Word  software). 

Deadline  for  applications:  June  15,  1990 


GCN  positions:  All  GCN  positions  require  com¬ 
mitments  to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full-time  collective  positions  pay 
$2 1 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility 
for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room 
for  innovation. 

_  To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to 
GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  021 16,  Attn:  Natalie  Diffloth 


“Community  Voices”  and  "Speaking  Out"  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Misrepresenting  separatism 


Dear  GCN: 

I’ve  been  following  the  letter  section’s 
debate  over  women-only  space,  and  —  at 
the  risk  of  being  labeled  just  another  irra¬ 
tional  man-hater  —  I’ve  had  some  chagrin 
over  the  lack  of  awareness  of  political 
realities  on  the  part  of  some  men  par¬ 
ticipating.  But  for  me,  the  final  drop  in  the 
mix  precipitating  a  response  was  Joe 
Peacott’s  of  the  Boston  Anarchist  Drinking 
Brigade.  (GCN  April  1-7,  1990). 

I  am  an  anarchist-feminist  (sad  to  note 
that  the  former  does  not  necessarily  include 
the  latter)  and  I’ve  had  it  with  the  tradition 
that  includes  some  of  history’s  most 
outspoken  feminists  being  misrepresented 
by  self-proclaimed  anti-authoritarian  men 
who  haven’t  begun  to  grasp  how  they  col¬ 
laborate  with  and  perpetuate  structures  of 
authority.  Like  sexism.  Racism.  Hetero- 
sexism. 

1  attended  the  continental  anarchist 
gathering  held  in  San  Francisco  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1989,  and  while  1  was  inspired  by  the 
commitment,  energy  and  creativity  of  so 
many  of  the  participants,  the  event  was 
marred  by  negative  incidents.  The  gathering 
was  overwhelmingly  white,  a  queer  anar¬ 


chist  speak-out  was  necessitated  by  cases  of 
homophobia  and  heterosexism,  and  sexist 
incidents  marred  the  occasion  for  too  many 
women.  Coincidentally,  one  of  the  sparks 
for  the  expresions  of  the  various  “-isms” 
was  the  demand  by  various  oppressed 
groups  for  safe  space.  “Separatism”  is  what 
Peacott  would  call  it,  I  suppose. 

I  expect  unsophisticated  arguments 
against  the  need  for  safe,  women-only  space 
from  reactionaries  who  feel  threatened  or 
from  confused  liberals  who  mistakenly 
equate  all  forms  of  discrimination/differen¬ 
tiation  with  oppression,  but  not  from  men 
active  within  ostensibly  radical  or  pro¬ 
gressive  communities.  Not  from  politically 
active  gay  men.  Not  from  anarchists. 

Peacott,  not  unlike  many  others,  equates 
“separatism”  with  “lesbian  separatism” 
and  “hatred  of  men.”  First  of  all,  why  see 
everything  in  relationship  to  men?  Why  call 
it  “hatred  of  men”  and  not  “love  of 
women?”  Why  flatter  yourself  with  the 
thought  that  women  are  dwelling  on  you  the 
whole  time  they  are  together,  whether  out  of 
love  or  out  of  hatred?  And  second,  “lesbian 
separatism”  is  not  the  only  variety  there  is 

—  how  many  anarchists  want  to  involve 
police  or  authoritarian  socialists  in  their 
space?  I  don’t  think  they  do,  nor  do  I  think 
they  should. 

Our  society  divides  us  naturally  into 
various  groups  —  the  controversy  seems  to 
emerge  when  the  traditionally  divided, 
rather  than  the  dividers,  make  these  divi¬ 
sions  consciously. 

There  are  two  basic  kinds  of  separatism 

—  the  exclusive  grouping  of  the  powerful  to 
consolidate  their  authority,  and  the  ex¬ 
clusive  coming  together  of  the  oppressed  to 
collectively  think  about  and  act  on  their 
situation  in  order  to  disrupt  patterns  of 
domination.  Yes,  it’s  important  to  avoid 
replicating  oppressive  structures  in  building 
alternatives,  and  that  for  me  is  the  whole  ap¬ 
peal  of  anarchism.  But  to  criticize  the  con¬ 
scious  separation  of  the  oppressed  without 
an  even  stronger  criticism  of  the  much  more 
dangerous  exclusiveness  of  the  powerful  not 
only  undermines  Peacott’s  let’s-just-love- 
one-another  post-modernist  dreamworld., 
but  makes  him  look  like  just  another  reac¬ 
tionary  whose  privilege  and  power  have 
been  threatened. 

Affinity  groups  are  basic  to  anarchism.  I 
am  disappointed  to  hear  that  not  all  anti¬ 
authoritarians  have  grasped  this  concept. 

Sincerely, 
Susan  Sturgis 
Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Isolating  the  victim 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  publishing  Ms.  Brown’s 
“Speaking  Out”  about  her  friend  who  was 
killed  by  an  abusive  partner.  I  read  it  less 
than  24  hours  after  fleeing  my  own  home 
after  yet  another  abusive  episode  with  my 
partner. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  Ms.  Brown  and  her 
friend  were  unable  to  remain  in  closer  com¬ 
munication,  as  I  have  found  that  one  of  the 
worst  things  an  abuser  will  do  is  attempt  to 
cut  off  all  interaction  with  any  other  friends 
her  victim  may  have,  as  this  then  allows 
much  more  effective  “brainwashing”  of  her 
partner  with  repeated  negative  assertions 
about  her  abilities,  intelligence  and  percep¬ 
tions  of  reality.  I  am  especially  thankful  for 
one  friend  of  mine  who  recognized  what  my 
abuser  was  doing  (from  seeing  her  sister 
undergo  the  same  treatment  from  her  hus¬ 
band),  and  refused  to  be  driven  away  by  her. 

I  have  also  been  fortunate  so  far  in  my  at¬ 
tempts  to  reconnect  with  women  whose 
friendship  1  was  coerced  into  abandoning 
during  my  relationship.  Based  on  articles  I 
had  read  about  the  lack  of  acknowledge¬ 
ment  and  understanding  of  lesbian  battering 
in  the  community,  I  was  prepared  for  almost 
any  reaction  from  the  first  two  women  I 
told,  except  the  one  I  got  —  “What  can  we 
do  to  make  sure  that  others  are  warned 
about  her  so  she  can’t  do  this  again?”  I  was 
surprised  and  grateful  for  this  response,  and 
hope  others  I  encounter  will  be  as  suppor¬ 
tive. 

I  would  like  to  offer  the  above  to  the  com¬ 
munity  as  examples  of  what  an  individual 
can  do  to  help  other  women  who  are  or  were 
in  my  position.  If  you  know,  or  even 
suspect,  that  a  friend’s  partner  is  trying  to 
cut  her  off  from  support,  call  her  regularly 
(at  work  may  be  better)  and  at  least  give  her 
an  opportunity  to  stay  in  contact  with  the 
outside  world.  Even  if  she  doesn’t  tell  you 
about  the  abuse,  you  may  enable  her  to  keep 
sufficient  hold  of  her  own  identity  that  she 
can  make  the  decision  to  leave  before  it  is 
late. 

Name  withheld  upon  request 
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Go  wild  with  PRIDE  this  summer. 
Subscribe  to  Gay  Community  News 
now  and  give  a  three  month  gift 
subscription  to  a  friend  for  just 
$10!  Both  of  you  will  Covet  our 
timely,  provocative  coverage.  And 
you’ll  be  the  Envy  of  all  your 
friends! 

But  don’t  be  Slothful,  this  offer 
expires  July  15,  1990. 


Name _ 

Address  _ 
City _ 


- ^ 


State_ 


Zip_ 
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□  I  am  donating  t _ toward  a  free  subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 
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□  VISA  r  Mastercard 

Arrl.  #:  .  r  ‘ t 
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Resisting  taxes 

Dear  GCN: 

Jeremy  Grainger  and  Read  Weaver  did  a 
terrific  job  on  the  long  article  on  tax 
resistance  (GCN,  April  8-14,  1990).  It  was 
good  to  see  a  member  of  our  National  Com¬ 
mittee,  Nancy  Alach,  quoted  and  to  have 
the  long  list  of  resources. 

It  was  particularly  useful  to  include  the 
symbolic  acts  of  resistance  such  as  the  phone 
tax.  Many  people  can’t  go  as  far  as  total 
resistance.  Leaving  aside  the  perfectly 
reasonable  and  human  fact  that  people  have 
different  levels  of  “courage”  (whatever  that 
really  is!),  often  a  person  is  filing  a  joint 
return  and  the  other  half  of  the  “joint 
return”  doesn’t  agree  to  tax  resistance. 
Often  people  can’t  refuse  to  pay  income  tax 
because  they  have  money  due  back  to  them 
and  need  to  file  to  get  a  return.  For  those, 
the  letter  of  protest  (or  the  phone  tax)  are 
among  the  few  areas  of  resistance  open. 

Starting  symbolically  this  year  and  in  a 
much  more  serious  way  next  year,  War 
Resisters  League  (and  other  groups  working 
with  us  in  a  broad  coalition)  are  launching 
an  “Alternative  Revenue  Service”  in  which 
we  encourage  people  to  take  as  little  as  a 
single  dollar  of  what  they  owe  and  send  it 
directly  to  something  they  find  important  — 
AIDS  research,  community  work,  day  care 
centers,  abortion  rights,  etc.  Full  informa¬ 
tion  on  what  we  believe  will  be  a  massive  tax 
payers  rebellion  can  be  had  by  writing  us 
and  asking  for  material  on  the  “Alternative 
Revenue  Service,”  c/o  WRL,  339  Lafayette 
St.,  N.Y.,  N.Y.  10012. 

Peace, 

_  David  McReynolds 

New  York,  N.Y. 

To  be  in  touch  with  ourselves 
we  need  our  community 

Dear  GCN: 

At  18  years  of  age  I  was  introduced  to  the 
alien  world  of  prison  and  was  confronted 
with  a  decision  which  was  to  unexpectedly 
complicate  my  live:  Do  I  express  myself  with 
my  innate  femininity  and  openly  profess  be¬ 
ing  Gay,  or  do  I  conform  to  the  macho 
norms  and  attempt  to  conceal  my  Gayness? 

Needless  to  say,  this  is  an  experience 
many  Gay  and  Lesbian  persons  in  society 
face  in  everyday  life;  from  deciding  on  a 
career  path  and  place  of  employment,  to 
choosing  which  restaurant  may  be  ap¬ 
propriate  for  an  evening  out.  It  would  be 
naive  to  say  that  many  of  our  choices  are 
based  on  the  need  for  acceptance  and  in¬ 
tegration.  This  is  a  natural  response  to  social 
repression. 

But  what  would  transpire  if  you  were 
abruptly  placed  in  an  unfamiliar  closed  en¬ 
vironment  with  1000  predominantly 
homophobic  people,  with  no  means  of 
escape  from  the  incessant  discrimination? 
When  everyday  you  are  confronted  and 
challenged  merely  because  of  your  sexual 
preference?  When  the  general  consensus  is 
that  you  are  not  even  worthy  of  breathing 
the  same  air,  and  that  you  should  become 
subservient  because  of  your  supposed  inade¬ 
quacies.  Let  me  tell  you,  it’s  enough  to  make 
a  person  go,  for  lack  of  a  better  word, 
‘straight’!  No,  not  hardly,  but  it  does  have  a 
lasting  effect  on  the  psyche. 

For  the  past  16  months  I  have  lived  that 
reality.  After  careful  internal  deliberation 
and  much  conflict  I  came  to  the  solid  con¬ 
clusion  that  I  could  not  conform  to  the  con¬ 
ceptions  of  other  people,  but  instead  must 
behave  in  a  way  that  is  natural  to  me.  All  the 
way  I  have  met  with  apathetic  resistance, 
but  I  have  learned  to  resist  and  even  find 
humor  in  the  constant  absurdity  of 
homophobia.  As  a  penpal,  who  had  the 
courage  to  answer  my  GCN  ad,  said:  ‘That 
which  does  not  kill  us  gives  us  strength.’ 

I  firmly  believe  that  we  can  effectively 
suppress  the  opposition  in  our  lives  by 
becoming  comfortable  with  ourselves.  We 
must  abstain  from  the  cynicism  which  only 
serves  to  dilute  our  progress  as  a  community 
and  as  individuals;  and  we  must  learn  to 
help  our  peers  without  apprehension. 

I  express  these  thoughts  to  you  as  your 
peer.  I  must  emphasize  that  even  though 
many  Gay  and  Lesbian  persons  are  unfor¬ 
tunate  enough  to  be  in  prison  at  the  mo¬ 
ment,  we  are  not  unlike  you  basically.  We 
have  positive  thoughts  and  our  contribu¬ 
tions  are  potentially  large  to  society,  if  we 
are  not  overcome  by  bitterness  at  our  aban¬ 
donment  by  our  own  community.  To  keep 
in  touch  with  ourselves,  we  really  need  to  be 
in  touch  with  our  community. 

Please  take  the  opportunity  to  help 
alleviate  the  alienation  a  Lesbian  or  Gay 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Straight  leadership  in  the 
gay  movement?  No  way! 


By  James  Roche 

After  what  spokespersons  referred  to  as 
an  exhaustive  nationwide  search,  The  Fund 
for  Human  Dignity  (FHD),  the  nation’s 
sixth  largest  gay  organization,  has  selected  a 
new  Executive  Director,  Robert  Brading,  a 
heterosexual  man.  FHD  is  the  leading  pro¬ 
gram  for  educating  the  public  about  gay  and 
lesbian  issues.  It  runs  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Crisis  line  (whose  director  has 
resigned  in  protest),  a  national  clearing¬ 
house  for  gay  and  lesbian  educational 
materials,  and  a  special  media  campaign 
which  attempts  to  place  pro-gay  adver¬ 
tisements  in  the  mainstream  press.  It  is 
reported  the  FHD  failed  to  place  any  posi¬ 
tion  announcements  for  its  new  executive 
director  in  America’s  gay  and  lesbian  press. 

Now  there  was  a  lot  of  flack  at  FHD 
about  all  this.  The  staff,  as  of  this  writing, 
are  still  considering  a  strike.  Many  have 
resigned.  Some  members  of  the  Board  have 
resigned.  There  has  been  a  call  for  the 
resignation  of  the  Board.  Locks  have  been 
changed.  People  fired.  The  Fund  is  in  total 
disarray.  Its  budget  now  runs  in  the  red  and 
all  its  future  plans  are  on  hold.  The  Board  is 
refusing  to  budge,  soon  it  appears  there  will 
be  no  one  left  at  FHD  to  protest. 

Should  FHD  have  hired  a  heterosexual? 
As  one  writer  to  New  York’s  Outweek 
magazine  said,  “Anyone  opposed  to  Robert 
Brading’s  hiring  [as  executive  director] 
because  he’s  straight  is  guilty  of  precisely 
what  gay  activists  all  over  the  world  are 
fighting  —  namely  discrimination  and 
persecution  based  on  sexual  orientation.” 
Ann  Wilson,  the  chair  of  the  Board,  accused 
staff  and  volunteers  who  objected  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  “bigotry  and  reverse 
discrimination.” 

Are  they  right?  Are  those  of  us  who  are 
opposed  to  the  hiring  of  heterosexuals  to 
head  gay  and  lesbian  organizations  guilty  of 
discrimination  and  bigotry?  What  if  some- 


prisoner  experiences  and  respond  to  a  pen¬ 
pal  ad  in  GCN.  Through  mutual  respect 
(which  we  get  very  little  of  in  here!)  we  can 
learn  to  bridge  this  apparent  gap  between  us. 

■  Michael  Hruby 

Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons 

Silber,  get  real 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  John 
Silber,  President  of  Boston  University.  —  Ed. ] 
Dear  Dr.  Silber: 

We  are  writing  today  to  ask  for  clarification 
of  a  comment  attributed  to  you  by  Carri  Wof¬ 
ford  in  the  Feb.  11-17,  1990  issue  of  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News  in  which  you  are  quoted  as  saying 
“There  is  no  such  thing  as  date  rape.” 

As  counselors  who  work  with  the  survivors 
of  rape  (many  of  whom  were  raped  by  dates  or 
acquaintences),  we  certainly  can  testify  to  the 
fact  that  date  rape  does,  indeed,  happen,  and 
that  it  happens  with  shocking  and  tragic  fre¬ 
quency.  In  fact,  one  in  three  women  will  be 
raped  or  sexually  assaulted  at  some  point  in  her 
lifetime.  The  majority  of  these  rapes  are  com¬ 
mitted  by  people  known  To  the  victim:  family 
members,  co-workers,  teachers,  clergypeople, 
neighbors,  friends,  husbands  and  dates. 

Considering  the  wide  prevalance  of  date  and 
acquaintance  rape  on  college  campuses  and  the 
enormous  harm  which  sexual  violence  inflicts 
on  its  victims,  we  believe  university  presidents 
have  a  unique  responsibility  to  provide  a  safe 
and  beneficial  environment  to  all  students  —  an 
environment  free  of  violence  and  harrassment. 
We  hope  you  will  take  this  opportunity  to 
clarify  your  statement,  and  its  intent,  and  af¬ 
firm  your  commitment  to  ending  all  forms  of 
rape  and  sexual  violence  in  our  society. 

We  believe  it  is  everyone’s  responsiblity  to 
educate  themselves  on  the  realities  of  rape  and 
sexual  violence  and  to  forthrightly  work  to  end 
them.  For  this  reason,  we  are  sending  copies  of 
this  letter  to  the  media  as  part  of  our  ongoing 
commitment  to  community  education. 

We  look  forward  to  your  response  and  to  the 
opportunity  for  further  discussion. 

Sincerely, 
Fred  Pelka 
The  Boston  Area 
Rape  Crisis  Center 
and  Men  for  an  End 
to  Sexual  Assault 


one  claimed  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  was  sexist  if  it  didn’t  hire  a  male  as 
its  director?  Or  what  if  the  NAACP 
wouldn’t  hire  a  white  or  Asian  for  their 
director?  There  wouldn’t  be  any  concern 
about  discrimination.  Minority  com¬ 
munities  need  to  be  led  by  members  of  their 
own  constituency.  Blacks  need  to  lead  Black 
organizations,  women  should  lead  women’s 
organizations  and  gays  and  lesbians  need  to 
provide  their  own  leadership.  This  seems  to 
be  so  obvious  you  wonder  why  we  have  to 
even  say  it.  What’s  the  reason  something  so 
obvious  needs  to  be  said?  The  reason  some, 
including  members  of  the  Board  at  FHD, 
are  so  quick  to  jump  on  the  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion/inclusiveness  bandwagon  is  simple:  in¬ 
ternalized  homophobia.  There  is  clearly  a 
double  standard  when  it  comes  to  gay  and 
lesbian  rights.  The  standards  and  logic  that 
any  other  minority  group  can  expect  to  be 
held  to,  to  have  the  right  to  choose  its 
leadership  from  among  its  own  members, 
isn’t  acceptable  when  it  comes  to  gays  and 
lesbians.  To  be  gay  or  lesbian  isn’t 
something  that  would  be  considered  a  viable 
qualification  for  any  job,  even  heading  a 
gay  organization.  It  seems  to  be  something 
that  we  want  to  overlook.  One’s  gayness  is 
denigrated  and  devalued.  Isn’t  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  living  as  a  gay  or  lesbian  worth 
something  when  applying  for  a  position  as 
executive  director  of  a  homosexual 
organization?  Isn’t  it  the  most  important  ex¬ 
perience  that  can  be  brought  to  this  posi¬ 
tion? 

I  can’t  support  any  organization  which 
seems  to  laugh  at  the  significance  of  our  own 
oppression.  For  too  long  we  have  put  gay 
and  lesbian  people  on  a  lower  level  on  the 
hierarchy  of  the  oppressed.  We  don’t  con¬ 
sider  our  experience  to  be  the  same  as  that  of 
women,  blacks  or  other  minorities.  How 
often  do  you  hear  civil  rights  leaders  saying 


“you  can’t  compare  being  a  homosexual 
with  being  black?”  To  the  Board  of  FHD 
our  need  for  role  models  and  leadership  that 
understands  the  gay  and  lesbian  experience 
comes  after  the  need  to  be  fair  to  heterosex¬ 
uals.  Like  other  people  who  have  suffered 
from  oppression,  gay  men  and  lesbians  have 
been  systematically  stripped  of  our  history 
(how  many  times  were  famous  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  pointed  out  in  your  history  classes?), 
stripped  of  our  sense  of  community,  and 
finally,  stripped  of  our  own  leadership.  We 
have  little  enough  to  call  our  own,  it  seems 
absurd  to  give  away  this  position  of  gay  and 
lesbian  leadership  and  visibility  to  someone 
who  isn’t  a  member  of  our  community  (or  a 
community  that  supports  FHD,  or  am  I 
mistaken  in  assuming  the  majority  of  FHD’s 
operating  funds  and  volunteer  staff  come 
from  the  gays  and  lesbians  who  it  is  suppos¬ 
ed  to  serve?) 

This  action  by  the  Board  of  the  Fund  for 
Human  Dignity  is  undignified.  Oppressive. 
Homophobic.  It  reminds  me  of  all  the  ex¬ 
cuses  we  hear,  insults  thrown  in  our  faces, 
about  AIDS  education  funding  that  must 
not  be  used  to  promote  homosexuality,  or 
the  arguments  against  including  gays  and 
lesbians  in  state  anti-discrimination  laws 
because  we  will  not  promote  homosexual 
lifestyles  or  make  homosexuals  a  favored 
class,  or  the  ever-recurring  theme  that  anti¬ 
bias  laws,  which  now  include  every  other 
minority  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  shouldn’t 
include  gays  and  lesbians  because  we  aren’t 
fit  to  be  considered  a  real  minority.  It’s 
about  time  we  were  taken  seriously,  but  first 
we  have  to  take  ourselves  seriously.  A 
HETEROSEXUAL  MALE  (OR  FEMALE) 
IS  TOTALLY  UNACCEPTABLE  AS  THE 
LEADER  OF  ANY  NATIONAL  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  ORGANIZATION. 
Period.  Only  someone  who  can  say  “I’m 
gay  and  proud  to  be  gay”  will  do. 


*  Desktop  Publishing  — 


I 


It's  coming  our  way! 

With  your  support,  GCN  will 
soon  be  producing  the  paper  on  a 
desktop  publishing  system!  This 
will  mean  big  changes  for  us,  and 
changes  for  what  you'll  be  seeing  in 
the  paper  too. 

Please  consider  making  a 
contribution.  You'll  see  the  results! 


What  b  desktop  publishing? 

a  With  desktop  publishing,  all 
I  design  and  layout  are  done  directly 
^  on  a  computer  screen.  Publications 
S  widely  prefer  desktop  for  its  speed, 
1  versatility  and  cost-effectiveness. 

I 


What  will  desktop  publishing 
provide  GCN? 

>-  broad  versatility  in  design 
>•  wide-scale  cost  savings 
>-  greater  productivity  and 
efficiency  in  production 
>-  a  tool  for  improving  the  breadth 
and  timeliness  of  our  coverage 
>•  a  springboard  for  expansion 

Why  now? 

Desktop  publishing  will  give 
GCN  the  edge  not  only  to  produce  a 
better  looking  paper,  but  to  broaden 
the  use  of  our  existing  resources  - 
bringing  our  readers  both  late- 
breaking  news  and  wide  coverage  of 
national  and  international  issues  in 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 


□ 


Yes  ! 

I  want  to  support  GCN's 
desktop  publishing 
project. 

I  would  like  to  make  a  tax -deductible 
contribution  of: 

□  $600  □  $250  a$I00  □  $75 

□  $60  □  $35  □  $26  □  $15 

□  Other  $ _ 

I  I  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order 
payable  to  GCN  or  to  the  Iromfield 
Street  M«<atl«ial  Foundation’ 

Name _ _ 

Street _ 

City_ _ _ 


State 


£ 

■  •  Gay  Community  Newt  is  published  by  the 

non-profit,  tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street 
^  Educational  Foundation. 


I  I  I  would  like  to  charge  my  donation 

to  my  VISA  or  Mastercard  account 

□  VISA  □  Mastercard 

Acct.  #: _ 

date: _ 

Signature: _ 


Please  return  to 

Gay  Community  News 
Desktop  Publishing  Campaign  1990 
62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02116 
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•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


lx 

Agoraphobia  Services 

|  anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
han<*er,  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


DLC 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets.  Central  Square) 


MASSAGE  THERAPY 
WORKS! 


To  relieve  pains  and  discomfort 
To  give  you  the  most  relaxing  hour 
you  can  imagine 

To  make  you  better  at  your  favorite  sports 
To  give  as  a  gift  any  time  for  any  reason 


1  have  eight  years  experience 
doing  healing  work  with  all 
kinds  of  women. 


MAY  I  HELP  YOU  TOO? 

Call  Beth  Walsh 

623-7258 

for  details  and  appointment 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


The  Center  For  Popular  Economics' 

Summer  Institute  1990 

A  week  of  intensive  economics  training  which 
provides  an  integrated  view  ot  economics, 
designed  for  activists,  organizers,  and 
educators,  to  make  their  work  more  effective. 

NO  PREVIOUS  ECONOMICS  TRAINING  NECESSARY 
The  topics  for  this  year  include: 

* the  economics  of  the  environment 
‘democratizing  the  US.  financial  system 
‘plant  closures  and  runaway  shops 
‘ the  third  world  debt  crisis 
‘ the  U.S.  as  a  debtor  nation 
‘ the  economics  of  housing 
and  much  moreft! 


This  year's  institute  runs  from  July  29-August  4. 
Scholarships  are  available,  and  on-site  daycare 
is  available. 

THE  APPLICATION  DEADLINE  IS  JULY  14th. 

Write  to: 

THE  CENTER  FOR  POPULAR  ECONOMICS 
Box  785L  *  Amherst,  MA  01004 


The  law  Offices  of 

DAVID  R.  LUND 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

DAVID  R.  LUND 
BARBARA  MACY 
THERESE  A.  YOUNG 

Boston  (617)  266-0760 


Now  That  You  Have 
A  Lover 

You  start  to  live  your  relation¬ 
ship.  Cope  with  disapproving 
parents.  Struggle  with 
conflicts  over  money,  power, 
sex,  jealousy,  and  space. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

5%  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643  •  ✓ 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 
ADMIRAL'S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RND) 

158  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTING/TAXES 

GORDON  E.  PARRY,  CPA 

Tax  Preparation  and 

Small  Business 

Consulting 

Boston,  So.  End: 

(617)730-4103 

North  Shore: 

(617)631-3117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNC¬ 
TURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82  Glenville  Ave.,  #11 
Allston,  MA  02134 
(617)  783-3965 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  M A  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AU0ITING7TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 
BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway, 

Cambridge 

(617)  868-3392 

T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 

Repairs/Parts/Work- 

space 

BOOKKEEPING/TAXES 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

•Bookkeeping  •Payroll 
•Ta*  Preparation. 
“CallBob'at" 

(617)  292-6415 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 
DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 
DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)266-8584 
DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 
ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel  (508)295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

COMPUTERS 

HOSKEN  & 
ASSOCIATES 
Software.  Hardware 
Networks,  Trouble¬ 
shooting.  Maintenance 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

COUNSELING 

ANOOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Mat. son.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker.  LICSW 
(506)  475-6950 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)739-7860 

COMMONHEALTH,  INC. 
42  Pleasant  St. 

Arlington,  MA 
(617)646-3535 
Call  Dan  or  Meg 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 
Cheryl  Procaccini, 
LICSW 

44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy,  MA  02171 
(617)  786-0137 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186V2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
8  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 
MAREA  MURRAY, 
LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH 

ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-6110 

Insurance  Accepted 

Fees  Negotiable 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 


TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA 
(617)  661-0248 
WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60 '/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)876-8438 

WOMEN'S 
COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 


EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

FLORISTS 

REMEM8RANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Ml  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

FUNCTIONS 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners, 
fundraisers,  cocktail 
parties,  business 
functions,  joining/unlon 
ceremonies 
(508)689-0217 


HAIR  SALONS 

B  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed  Sat  10-6 


UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St.  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete 
Aveda  Aromatherapy 
Hair,  Skincare  and 
Make-up  line 
Tues  and  Sat  9-5 
Wed  -Frl  9-9 
Walk-In  or  appt. 

247-0202 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  SI. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston.  MA  02fl5 
(Mental  Health, 

Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,  PhD 
Child  and  Adult 
Psychiatry 

20  yrs.  serving  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their 
children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  SI. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  In 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  six- 
week  residency  program 
for  HIV  pos'ltive 
asymptomatic 
individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 
CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 


LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Lolt 

Boston.  MA 

(617)  367-0414 

MASSAGE 
MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese. 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000.  x  298. 
M-Sal.,  12-7 

BETH  WALSH,  C  M  T 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques. 

(617)  623-7258. 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Private  Studio. 
Warwick.  Rl 

$39  Special:  8x10  Color 
Portraits  —  G4L'» 
Preferred 

Call  Pat.  (401)  461-3240 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 


REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Jay  Littell.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  SI.  Jamaica 
Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1115  . 

Trisha  Solio,  Janet 
Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr„  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St..  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  al  the  1st 
Church  ot  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M  S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

POOLS  OF 
DISTINCTION,  INC. 
Inground  and  onground. 
Full  and  creative 
financing.  Free  home 
survey  —  call 
(800)  427-7665  Mass,  or 
(617)  857-3030 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)524-7565 

WOMEN'S 

INVESTMENT  LETTERS 
Advice  on  Slocks, 
Bonds,  and  more 
$120/year  letter  ($10 
copy) 

$150  course  ($15  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochituale.  MA  01778 

WHOLIST1C  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture, 
Chiropractic.  Massage 
&  Polarity 

338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA 
(617)267  0900 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482  2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirt  Priming 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport.  M  A  01966 
(508)  546-7252 
TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  Si. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  Of 
contacl  Wayne: 
(617)353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  turniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass 
(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN'S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INOIGO  —  A  Club  for 
Women 
823  Main  Si 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
1617)497  7200 
W  8  PM  1  AM  Th  4 
PM  2  AM.  F  4  PM  2  AM. 
Sat  9  PM  2  AM 
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HEALING  SERVICE 

FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 
Tuesday,  May  22  7:30  PM 


persons  with  AIDS 
their  families  and  friends 
those  in  the  healing  professions 
those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power 

Prayers/Readings/Music 

Free-will  offering/Reception 

ASL  interpreted 

Coolidge  Corner  MBTA  stop 
(Green  Line  C  train) 

Information:  (617)  277-6860 


THE  UNITED  PARISH  IN  BROOKLINE 


210  HARVARD  STREET  •  BROOKLINE 


Cosponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  •  (617)  628-7663 


ASSAULT  IS  CRIMINAL 

Every  day  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  harassed  or  assaulted  just  because  of 
who  we  are.  If  it  happens  to  you,  WE  CAN  HELP: 

•  negotiation  with  the  police  &  courts,  including  victim's  compensation; 

•  short  and  long-term  counseling; 

•  referrals  to  lesbian/gay  sensitive  medical,  legal  and  social  services; 

•  documentation  of  anti-lesbian/gay  violence 

Even  if  you  don't  need  the  services, 

HELP  US  DOCUMENT  THE  PROBLEM 

The  services  of  the  Victim  Recovery  Program  are  not  limited  to  anti- 
lesbian/gay  violence.  If  you  have  been  a  victim  of  ANY  violence  or 
harassment,  we  can  help. 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


serving  the  gay  /lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  4r  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty /voice 
M-Th6-ll  PM  and  Fri  &  Sun  6  -  8:30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave»  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


it's  worth  the  whole  evening!" 
-Kevin  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 

'  Explosively  funny  bits!" 


SHARE 

SOME 

SWEAT 


LIVE  ACTION  NETWORK 

1*900*999*8500 


Complete  confidentiality  is  assured. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM 

Joyce  Collier,  LICSW,  Stephen  LeBlanc  or  Robert  Weinerman 

617-267-0900 


©W  7  .  ’  (U9), 


SEXUAL 

ORIENTATION 

AND THE  LAW 

1  .,  . . . I 

the  editors  of  the 
HARVARD  LAW  REVIEW 


Attitudes  toward  homosexuality  range  from  condemnation  to  pity  to  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  respect.  This  range  of  viewpoints  also  appears  in  the  legal  commu¬ 
nity,  reflected  in  legislation,  legal  decisionmaking,  and  legal  scholarship.  This 
important  book  examines  the  legal  problems  faced  by  homosexuals  including 
such  issues  as: 


■  the  interaction  between  homosexuals  and  the  criminal  justice  system; 

■  discrimination  in  public  and  private  employment; 

■  first  amendment  issues  posed  by  gay  students  and  teachers  in 
public  schools  and  universities; 

■  legal  problems  faced  in  same-sex  relationships; 

■  child  custody  and  visitation  rights,  as  well  as  the  ability  to  become 
foster  and  adoptive  parents. 

The  Introduction  establishes  a  theoretical  framework  for  approaching  gay  and 
lesbian  issues,  and  an  Afterword  updates  the  comprehensive  coverage  of  alb 
legal  developments  through  the  summer  of  1 989.  Sexual  Orientation  and  the 
Law  practically  constitutes  a  legal  handbook  and  is  an  important  part  of  the 
debate  that  will  make  antigay  discrimination  recognized  as  a  legitimate  legal 
issue.  $9.95  paper/$  1 7.50  cloth 

Available  at  your  bookstore  or  from 

Harvard  University  Press 

79  Garden  Street,  Cambridge,  AAA  021  38 
Phone:  (617)495-2480  Order  FAX:  (800)962-4983 


-Joyce  Kulhawik.  WBZ-TV 

DINNER/SHOW  357-8384 

AUAH  Alinf  SROUP  RATES 

AVAILABLE^ _ 426-6444 

I MM3 M I  542-1701 


Just  75(  a  minute 


(SI  .50  tor  1st  min.) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


USA 


9.9%  FINANCING  OR 
$1000  MANUFACTURER’S 

REBATE  PRIOR  SALES  EXCLUDED 

'OLYMPIC  ONGROUND  DIVING  POOLS 

Economical  Inground  Alternative  offer  expires  5/15/90 

CALL  1-800-427-7665  FREE  HOME  SURVEY  NO  OBLIGATION 

I8V2  x  36V2  GRECIAN  INGROUND  $8875.00  Installed 

•  Lifetime  warranty  •  Filtration  package 
•  Maintenance  package  •  Commercial  liner 


1  100%  FINANCING  * 

CREATIVE  CREDIT  1 

720  Brockton  Ave. 

Pools  of  Distinction 

Arlington,  MA 

(617)  857-2233 

INSURANCE 

4-Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
*Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★  No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 
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“Explaining  in  a  way  that  people  can  hear” 


Minnie  Bruce  Pratt  is  a  poet,  essayist,  and  teacher,  born  in  1946  in  Selma,  Alabama.  She  received  her  academic  education 
at  the  University  of  Alabama  at  Tuscaloosa  and  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill;  and  her  actual  education 
through  grass-roots  organizing  with  women  in  the  army-base  town  of  Fayetteville,  N.C.,  and  through  teaching  at  historically 
Black  universities.  For  five  years  she  was  a  member  of  the  collective  that  edited  “Feminary:  A  Feminist  Journal  for  the  South, 
Emphasizing  Lesbian  Visions.” 

Her  poems  and  essays  have  appeared  in  various  magazines  and  anthologies,  including  “The  American  Voice,”  “Condi¬ 
tions,”  “The  Coming  Out  Stories,”  “Frontiers,”  “Gay  and  Lesbian  Poetry  in  Our  Time,”  “IKON,”  “Ms.,”  “New  England 
Review/Breadloaf  Quarterly,”  “Politics  of  the  Heart,”  “Sinister  Wisdom,”  “Southern  Exposure”  and  “Gay  Community 
News.”  She  has  previously  published  two  books  of  poetry,  “The  Sound  of  One  Fork”  (Night  Heron  Press,  1981),  and  “We  Say 
We  Love  Each  Other”  (Spinsters/Aunt  Lute,  1985).  She  co-authored,  with  Elly  Bulkin  and  Barbara  Smith,  “Yours  in  Struggle: 
Three  Feminist  Perspectives  on  Anti-Semitism  and  Racism”  (Firebrand  Press  1984). 

Her  third  book  of  poetry,  “Crime  Against  Nature,”  was  published  recently  by  Firebrand  Press.  “Crime  Against  Nature,”  a 
sequence  of  poems  about  being  a  lesbian  and  a  mother,  was  honored  by  the  Academy  of  American  Poets  as  the  1989  Lamont 
Poetry  Selection,  an  award  given  annually  by  the  Academy  to  one  poet’s  second  full-length  book  of  poems. 

Pratt’s  work  in  “Crime  Against  Nature”  also  recently  won  her  a  Creative  Writing  Fellowship  from  the  National  Endowment 
for  the  Arts  (NEA).  Pratt  is  one  of  three  openly  lesbian  poets  (along  with  Chrystos  and  Audre  Lorde)  among  the  97  writers  who 
were  awarded  grants  this  year  by  the  NEA,  which  has  been  embroiled  in  controversy  over  funding  homoerotic  art. 

In  1987,  along  with  GCN’s  Jennie  McKnight,  she  was  part  of  the  lesbian-feminist  action  group  LIPS  which  was  arrested 
at  the  Supreme  Court  in  protest  of  the  “Bowers  v.  Hardwick”  decision  on  sodomy. 

Currently  she  lives  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  teaches  Women’s  Studies  part-time  at  the  University  of  Maryland-College 
Park.  McKnight  interviewed  Pratt  recently  when  she  appeared  at  Boston’s  New  Words  Bookstore  to  read  from  “Crime 
Against  Nature.” 


BY  JENNIE  MCKNIGHT 

Jennie:  I  just  wanted  to  start  by  telling  you 
how  much  I  enjoyed  this  new  book  of  poems. 
For  myself,  and  some  of  the  people  I  have 
talked  to  who  have  read  the  poems,  there’s  a 
deep  personal  connection  people  make  to 
them.  Even  though  we  may  not  have  had  the 
experience  of  parenting,  or  of  having  our 
children  taken  away  from  us,  there’s  a  way 
the  poems  talk  about  loss  —  especially  as  a 
consequence  of  being  queer  —  that’s  really 
compelling. 

Minnie  Bruce:  How  you  connect  to  this 
poetry  really  does  have  to  do  with  what  your 
own  personal  experience  has  been  —  if  you 
are  wrestling  a  lot  with  experience  around 
loss,  separation,  and  what  it  means  to  be 
told  that  the  person  that  you  love  is  forbid¬ 
den  to  you.  In  these  poems,  that’s  about  be¬ 
ing  told  that  my  children  were  forbidden  to 
me  —  to  hold,  to  caress  —  as  young 
children.  And  that’s  also  connected  to  being 
told  that  I’m  not  supposed  to  hold  or  caress 
a  woman.  And  the  two  do  begin  to  blur. 

The  poems  are  about  who  you’re  forbid¬ 
den  to  touch  and  hold  and  love,  and  who 
you  are  permitted  to  touch  and  who  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  touch  you.  With  very  young 
children  there  is  a  physical  connection.  You 
hold  them,  you  feed  them,  you  change  their 
diapers,  you  soothe  them  when  they’re  sick, 
you  rock  them.  You  have  a  very  close 
physical  bond  with  them,  whether  that’s 
biological  or  not.  And  when  I  could  no 
longer  hold  my  children  it  was  one  of  the 
most  terrible,  terrible  times  of  my  life. 

How  have  people  reacted  to  the  poems? 

One  of  the  things  people  tell  me  is  how 
much  they  cry  reading  them.  And  it’s  very 
interesting  because  what  I  have  forgotten  is 
how  much  I  cried  writing  them  —  years  and 
years  of  sorrow  and  crying  and  release.  But  I 
was  suprised  at  first  when  people  talked 
about  that  —  crying  so  much.  Then  I 
thought,  “Well,  why  am  I  suprised?”  This  is 
really  emotional  stuff.  I  certainly  got  to  dif¬ 
ferent  places  when  I  was  writing  and  would 
cry  —  and  not  just  from  grief,  but  from 
recognition  or  just  the  release  of  having  said 
something  that  was  unspeakable  or  unsay- 
able  or  that  I  had  buried  or  hidden  or  kept  to 
myself  because  I  was  ashamed  or  afraid. 

I  also  do  that  when  I  get  to  the  place  where 
I’ve  finally  told  the  truth  —  when  I’ve  final¬ 
ly  gotten  to  it.  And  it’s  not  necessarily  grief. 
It’s  also  just  relief,  or  joy  —  tears  of  joy. 

Do  you  know  what  you’re  trying  to  get  to 
when  you’re  in  that  process? 

Often  I  know.  I’m  writing  about  some 
specific  incident  or  some  specific  moment  in 
my  life  that  1  try  to  go  back  to  and  explore. 
I’ll  know  that  there  was  a  feeling  there  or 
that  something  happened,  but  getting  it 
truthfully  onto  the  paper  through  some  im¬ 
age  or  something  sensual  or  sensory  that 
makes  it  live  is  the  place  that’s  the  hard 
place.  You  can  have  a  memory  of  emotion, 
but  to  re-enact  the  emotion  with  the  living 
word  is  very  difficult.  So  I  think  the  moment 
of  joy  is  when  I  finally  have  done  that.  It 
doesn’t  mean  that’s  the  finished  poem,  it 
means  usually  that  I  have  something  I  can 
work  with. 

Would  you  talk  about  how  you  come  to  ad¬ 
dress  different  audiences  in  the  various 
poems? 

Sure.  I  think  that’s  one  of  the  strengths  of 
the  book,  and,  in  fact,  the  poems  came  from 
different  places.  For  example,  1  always 
come  out  to  my  students  when  1  teach.  1 
usually  come  out  the  third  class  —  in  time  to 
give  them  a  chance  to  drop  if  they  really 
need  to  (laughs).  And  for  the  undergradu¬ 
ates  at  least,  the  first  question  is  always 
about  the  children.  While  writing  these 
poems  I  started  answering  the  questions  that 
people  asked  me  when  1  came  out  to  them. 
So  there’s  a  poem  called  “The  First  Ques¬ 
tion.” 

And  “Another  Question." 

Yes,  that  was  written  because  people 
asked  me  if  the  boys  had  seen  the  poems  — 
they  have.  There  are  other  poems  in  there 
like  “My  Life  You  Are  Talking  About,” 
w  hich  is  about  w  hat  people  said  to  me  w  hen 
1  told  them  1  was  writing  poems  about  my 
children.  A  lot  of  the  poems  are  very  much 
about  my  relationship  with  the  different 
communities  1  am  in  in  my  life  —  some 
aspects  of  the  lesbian  community,  my 


students,  my  mother,  the  children  them¬ 
selves.  A  lot  of  the  poems  are  about  the 
answers  that  I  gave  to  the  children  when  they 
would  ask  me  different  things,  like  “What  is 
it  that  happened  with  you  and  my  father? 
Do  you  hate  men?” 

I  address  a  lot  of  different  audiences 
because  in  some  ways  the  poems  were 
evoked  by  the  questions  that  people  asked 
me,  and  different  people  asked  me  different 
questions  at  different  times.  I’m  trying  to 
explain  —  you  know,  trying  to  explain  in  a 
way  that  people  can  hear. 

This  process  of  explaining  is  very  much 
part  of  the  other  work  that  I  do  —  the  prose 
work  I’ve  done  around  racism,  other  kinds 
of  oppression.  A  lot  of  that  has  been  about 
“What  is  the  process  by  which  one  moves 
from  a  closed  and  rigid  way  of  seeing  the 
world  to  a  world  that  is  more  full  and  com¬ 
plex?  And  how  do  I  talk  about  that  process 
in  myself  to  people?”  The  poems  are  really 
an  attempt  to  break  through  that  rigid  frame 
in  some  kind  of  way.  So' Somehow  people 
will  hear  what  happened  —  really  hear  the 
experience  and  feel  it.  They’ll  know  that  it’s 
about  the  absurdity  of  saying  to  a  woman 
that  because  she’s  a  sexual  being  and  her 
sexual  being  is  with  women,  then  her  other 
being  —  which  is  that  of  having  these 
children  —  is  negated  and  wiped  out. 

The  absurdity  of  that,  you  know?  You 
can  be  the  one  thing  or  you  can  be  the  other 
thing,  but  you  can’t  be  both,  when  you  are 
both.  Certainly  women  of  color  have  talked 
about  this  when  they’ve  said  to  folks: 
“You’re  expecting  us  to  wipe  out  our  selves 
if  you  talk  to  us  only  as  women,  or  if  you 
talk  to  us  only  as  Black  people.”  I  feel  like 
this  book  says  “Look  what  it  means  to  say 
to  somebody:  ‘You  can  only  be  one  of  your 
selves.  You  can’t  be  all  of  your  selves  or 
both  of  your  selves  or  more  than  one.’  ” 

So  revealing  the  complexities  of  identity  in 
your  writing  is  a  lot  about  your  politics? 

1  have  a  political  context  for  this  work,  a 
context  of  how,  when  we  tell  our  stories  to 
each  other  very  specifically ,  if  there  is  some 
chasm  of  difference  between  us,  it  can  be 
bridged  with  that  very  specific  storytelling. 

If  someone  can  bear  to  sit  and  listen  to 
you  —  you  know,  they  have  to  be  willing  to 
listen  to  you  tell  the  story,  but  if  they  have 
gotten  to  the  point  where  they’re  at  least 
willing  to  give  you  a  try  and  they’re  listening 
to  your  story  —  if  you  can  tell  your  story 
very  specifically,  then  that  will  often  bridge 
that  chasm  of  difference. 

And  I  do  see  it  in  my  classrooms.  With  my 
students,  I  just  sit  them  in  a  circle  and  give 
them  a  question,  but  I  won’t  let  them  talk  in 
an  intellectually  abstract  way.  1  make  them 
address  the  issue  with  stories  from  their  lives 
or  from  the  lives  of  people  around  them. 
And  of  course  the  amount  of  complex  infor¬ 
mation  that  comes  out  of  that  is  quite  amaz¬ 
ing.  They  do  learn  to  listen  to  each  other 
past  the  differences.  Because  it’s  my  class¬ 
room  1  can  set  it  up  like  that.  It  doesn’t 
necessarily  happen  like  that  in  other  situa¬ 
tions. 

But  I  do  feel  like  that  concept  has  in¬ 
fluenced  the  fact  that  I  do  mostly  narrative 
poetry.  The  fact  that  I’m  very  rooted  in  nar¬ 
rative  poetry  does  come  out  of  a  political 
and  also  cultural  context.  Storytelling  at 
home  in  the  South  is  the  way  you  conveyed 
ethical  issues,  but  also  I  think  the  storytell¬ 


ing  comes  out  of  political  experiences  like 
being  in  a  consciousness-raising  group. 

When  you  get  feedback  for  your  work,  do 
people  tend  to  take  on  that  storytelling 
strategy  and  tell  you  about  their  lives? 

Yes.  Much  of  what  I’ve  learned  about  the 
poems  has  to  do  with  what  people  told  me 
about  their  lives  in  response  to  my  telling 
them  about  mine. 

As  I  was  writing  the  poems  and  going  out 
and  reading  them,  women  came  and  told  me 
stories.  These  are  some  of  the  stories  that  are 
in  “All  the  Women  Caught  in  Flaring 
Light.”  I  learned,  not  just  how  much  les¬ 
bians  in  various  lesbian  communities  don’t 
talk  about  being  mothers,  but  also  how 
much  /  had  not  talked  about  being  a 
mother. 

There  was  a  long  period  of  time  in  my  life 
where  that  part  of  myself  was  so  painful, 
and  there  was  so  little  in  the  lesbian  culture 
that  offered  —  you  know,  just  anybody  to 
talk  to  about  it  —  that  I  just  didn’t  talk 
about  my  children.  And  there  are  all  these 
other  women  out  there  who  are  lesbians  who 
have  helped  raise  children  or  had  children 
and  they  aren’t  talking  about  it  either.  It’s 
not  just  biological  mothers,  but  lesbians 
who  have  raised  children  with  other  lesbians 
and  then  split  up,  and  then  they  don’t  see 
the  children  again.  Or  they’ve  had  a  child 
early  and  gave  it  up  for  adoption  because 
they  were  dykes,  or  they  raised  their 
brothers  and  sisters. 

The  split  in  our  minds  is  so  deep  that  I 
learned  from  having  people  tell  me  stories 
how  even  I  —  with  my  identity  as  a  lesbian 
and  a  mother  —  was  not  understanding  how 
womanly  lesbians  are.  There  is  a  tendency  to 
dissociate  ourselves  from  femaleness,  I 
think,  because  femaleness  has  been  so  de¬ 
fined  as  heterosexual.  I  just  felt  like  I  saw 
that  split  really  deep  in  myself  as  a  lesbian 
and  a  mother.  Even  at  the  same  moment 
that  we  inhabit  women’s  bodies  we  feel  that 
we  are  “not  female”  because  we  are  not  liv¬ 
ing  as  heterosexual  women. 

I’m  curious  about  whether  you’ve  had  any 
feedback  from  lesbians  on  the  subject  of  les¬ 
bians  choosing  children? 

Well,  there  was  one  reaction  I  had  from  an 
old  friend  of  mine  that  I  never  was  able  to 
incorporate  into  the  manuscript  exactly.  She 
said  “You  know,  there’s  really  no  place  in 
this  book  to  talk  about  the  decision  by  a  les¬ 
bian  not  to  have  children.”  It  is  so  much 
about  mothering  and  motherhood  and  all  of 
that,  that  she  thought  it  might  be  alienating 
to  people  like  her  who  are  very  against  les¬ 
bians  choosing  to  have  children. 

That's  funny  because  I  wouldn’t  say  that  it 
was  particularly  welcoming  of  lesbians  choos¬ 
ing  children  either,  because  it's  from  the 
perspective  of  someone  who  didn’t  choose 
the  children  as  a  lesbian. 

Right.  And  that’s  part  of  the  poem  “My 
Life  You  Are  Talking  About.”  In  fact, 
there’s  this  part  of  me  that  got  very  angry  a 
few  years  ago  when  women  around  me  were 
beginning  to  have  children  by  choice,  and 
some  of  them  were  acting  as  if  they  were  the 
first  generation  of  lesbian  mothers  ever. 
They  were  dealing  with  previous  generations 
of  lesbians  —  like  me  and  other  lesbians  who 


had  had  children,  but  didn’t  have  the 
children  visibly  because  we’d  lost  custody  or 
because  something  had  happened  —  as 
though  we  didn’t  know  what  it  was  all 
about.  And  I  felt  a  lot  of  anger. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  also  feel  like  this 
book  was  possible  in  part  because  the  issue 
of  motherhood  has  been  raised  in  the  lesbian 
community  by  those  very  women  who  said 
“There’s  no  reason  why  we  can’t  have 
children.  We’re  women,  we’re  lesbians,  but 
that  isn’t  contradictory.”  Even  though  it 
made  me  furious  because  of  my  own  loss, 
and  because  they  had  the  choice,  I  also  feel 
like  the  book  became  possible  because  of 
them. 

So,  no,  I  don’t  think  the  poems  are  par¬ 
ticularly  welcoming  of  the  decision  to 
choose  children.  I  did  try  to  write  a  poem 
about  a  period  in  my  life  where  I  had 
thought  about  becoming  pregnant  again 
after  the  children  were  taken  away  from  me. 

I  was  in  terrible  despair  and  I  thought: 
“Well,  I  could  have  more  children.  If  I  real¬ 
ly  want  to  have  more  children  1  could  have 
them.”  And  it  did  offer  me  some  solace, 
and  then  I  decided  I  didn’t  want  to.  I’m  not 
sure  that  I  would  ever  have  had  children  by 
choice  myself.  I  just  never  was  in  a  position 
where  I  could  make  that  decision.  I  got  preg¬ 
nant  in  Alabama  when  abortion  was  still  il¬ 
legal  unless  you  had  permission  from  three 
physicians.  The  second  time  I  got  pregnant 
in  North  Carolina.  Both  times  I  was  married 
and  it  just  never  even  crossed  my  mind. 

What’s  been  your  response  to  the 
mainstream  recognition  you’ve  gotten  for 
the  book  —  like  the  Lamont  and  the  NEA 
grants? 

There’s  one  level  at  which  1  have  been  sur¬ 
prised  that  this  book  has  gotten  mainstream 
recognition,  and  yet  on  another  level  it 
doesn’t  surprise  me.  There  are  some  sexually 
explicit  passages,  but  U’s  not  a  very  sexually 
explicit  book.  It’s  a  politically  explicit  book. 
It  is  about  suffering  and  pain  and  shame, 
and  being  punished,  as  opposed  to  explicitly 
joyful  sexual  scenes  with  another  woman. 
Perhaps  it  was  safer  to  give  that  recognition 
to  somebody  who  is  a  lesbian  and  a  mother 
as  opposed  to  a  lesbian  who’s  writing  about 
sexually  explicit  themes.  As  disapproving 
and  hostile  as  the  right-wing  is  to  the  issue  of 
lesbian  mothers,  the  liberal  literary  folks 
maybe  just  looked  at  my  experience  and 
said:  “What  a  terrible  thing.”  I  think  that 
might  have  made  it  easier  for  them  to  deal 
with. 

But  maybe  I’m  wrong  about  that.  1  think 
that  it  is  good  poetry,  and  for  both  the  La¬ 
mont  and  the  NEA,  my  peers  read  the 
poems  and  recognized  something  there  in 
terms  of  the  quality  of  the  poetry.  Both  of 
the  panels  were  made  up  of  people  who  I 
think  had  strong  principles  besides  the 
knowledge  of  the  value  of  the  poetry,  so 
perhaps  that’s  not  the  issue.  I  do  think  it’s 
something  to  mull  over  —  the  fact  that  the 
poems  aren’t  particularly  sexually  explicit;  I 
do  wonder  what  would  have  happened  if  the 
writing  had  been. 

There’s  something  else  I  want  to  say 
about  getting  this  public  recognition  for  this 
book.  I  tried  to  say  this  at  the  Lamont  —  it’s 
one  of  the  reasons  I  read  the  statement  at  the 
ceremony  —  but  I  haven’t  really  had  the 
chance  to  say  it  about  the  NEA.  1  think  that 
people  who  aren't  familiar  with  lesbian  and 


gay  culture  just  think  somehow  folks  like  me 
just  come  out  of  nowhere  —  this  individual 
suddenly  writes  some  great  poems.  1  think 
it’s  important  to  say  that  I  could  not  have 
written  the  poems  except  for  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  a  lesbian  and  gay  liberation 
movement  and  a  women’s  liberation  move¬ 
ment. 

And  beyond  these  abstract  words,  there 
have  been  specific  groups  of  women  who  I 
worked  with  on  becoming  a  writer:  a  writing 
group  in  Durham,  the  Feminary  collective, 
the  women  who  with  me  organized  the 
“Womon Writes”  conference  in  Georgia 
that’s  now  been  going  on  for  over  10  years. 
I’ve  been  going  to  readings  for  years  at 
bookstores  or  in  small  groups  of  women 
where  one  of  us  would  do  a  reading  and  then 
we  would  talk  about  the  work.  People  have 
written  me  letters,  saying  “Oh,  keep 
writing,  we  want  to  hear  more  about  the 
story.”  My  lover,  Joan  [JEB/Joan  E. 
Biren],  who’s  a  photographer,  has  been  a 
real  source  of  inspiration  to  me  because  she 
has  made  her  way  as  a  lesbian  photographer 
for  years  and  years  and  years.  She’s  some¬ 
one  I’ve  been  able  to  talk  to  about  art,  and 
about  how  you  make  art.  I  can  show  her  my 
work  and  have  her  comment. 

My  writing  is  so  dependent  on  the  fact 
that  there’s  an  enormous  network  and  sup¬ 
port  and  affirmation  for  doing  this  work. 
Without  that  support,  I  wouldn’t  have  sur¬ 
vived  to  write  the  poems.  I  certainly 
wouldn’t  have  been  able  to  figure  out  how 
to  write  them  if  there  hadn’t  been  all  these 
other  women  —  and  now  increasingly  in  my 
life  gay  men  —  to  talk  to. 

And  I’ve  received  support  for  the  poems 
themselves,  from,  for  instance,  the  Com¬ 
munity  Writers  Project  in  Syracuse,  which 
encompasses  a  group  of  feminist  writers.  It 
was  an  enormous  boost  to  my  confidence 
that  they  said:  “Well,  we’re  going  to  pay 
you  come  up  and  be  a  writer-in-res¬ 
idence.”  I  mean,  that  was  incredible  to 
me.  I  could  live  for  four  months,  and  write. 
And  1  did.  I  went  and  I  worked  every  day  for 
hours,  and  it  was  like  I  had  a  job  —  they 
were  paying  me  to  do  this  work.  Also  essen¬ 
tial  to  my  writing  has  been  the  support  of 
lesbian-feminist  publishers  like  Nancy 
Bereano  of  Firebrand  and  editor  friends  like 
Elly  Bulkin. 

So  do  you  feel  similarly  about  the  NEA? 

Ah,  the  NEA.  The  NEA  is  a  lot  more 
complicated.  I  have  been  thinking  about 
how  I’m  going  to  spiritually  and  mentally 
deal  with  the  restrictions  that  they  are  trying 
to  put  on  me. 

For  instance,  to  get  the  money  (which  I 
don’t  have  yet),  I  have  to  sign  this  statement 
that  says  I’m  going  to  comply  with  certain 
NEA  regulations  that  were  put  in  effect  by 


ten  couldn't  be  read  over  the  radio  under 
these  circumstances  without  changing  words 
or  lines. 

And  1  thought:  “Well,  here  it  is.”  The 
right  wing  has  managed  to  limit  access  to  in¬ 
formation  about  birth  control  and  abortion; 
they’re  destroying ,  Spanish-language  safe 
sex  manuals  in  North  Carolina;  they’re  not 
letting  people  talk  about  sex  over  the  radio; 
they’re  not  allowing  TV  ads  or  public  ser¬ 
vice  announcements  about  safe  sex  or  about 
abortion.  They’re  trying  to  silence  artists 
around  sexual  issues.  There’s  a  very  strong 
campaign  that’s  going  on  right  now  on  a  lot 
of  fronts  to  try  to  eliminate  discussion  and 
information  about  sexual  issues  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  And  the  artists  who  are  dealing  with  the 
NEA  are  right  in  the  middle  of  that  struggle. 

Fortunately,  there’s  been  a  lot  of  organiz¬ 
ing  in  the  arts  community  and  in  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  too.  When  I  think 
about  it,  at  first  I  feel  a  lot  of  anxiety  and 
fear,  yet  I  realize  how  much  that  feels  like 
the  time  in  my  life  when  I  was  in  North 
Carolina  and  dealing  with  my  husband  and 
the  legal  system  around  the  children  —  how 
I  felt  isolated,  afraid,  and  like  it  was  hard  to 
fight  back.  Now  it’s  really  different.  I  still 
have  that  fear,  but  now  I’m  talking  to  you, 
Jennie,  and  there’s  strong  organizing,  and  I 
don’t  have  to  be  isolated.  None  of  us  has  to 
be  isolated.  There  really  are  ways  to  reach 
out  and  get  help  and  not  have  to  be  so  alone 
with  this.  So  I  lean  on  that  understanding. 

That  reminds  me  of  the  discussion  that 
seems  to  be  happening  in  some  circles  about 
the  relationship  between  art  and  politics. 
How  do  you  see  your  writing  in  relation  to 
the  organizing  you  talk  about? 

You  know,  Lillian  Smith  used  to  say 
whenever  she  was  writing  a  book  she  felt  like 
she  shpuld  be  out  organizing,  and  whenever 
she  was  out  organizing  she  felt  like  she 
should  be  writing  a  book  (laughs).  And  I 
think  when  you’re  both  a  writer  and  you 
want  to  do  things  that  have  political  content 
or  political  organizing,  that  you  often  feel 
like  that.  If  you’re  doing  one,  you  should  be 
doing  the  other.  I  guess  1  feel  pretty  strongly 
that  writing  isn’t  political  action  in  and  of 
itself.  1  do  feel  like  they’re  interconnected. 
It’s  not  like  you  just  walk  out  and  start 
organizing.  Getting  yourself  to  a  place  of 
understanding  “reality”  and  then  being  able 
to  start  imagining  a  new  reality  is  an  essen¬ 
tial  part  of  the  process. 

You  can  write  something  and  that  can 
lead  you,  yourself,  to  action.  You  can 
prepare,  think,  analyze  or  feel  or  learn  what 
you  need  to  know,  then  do  some  getting 
together  with  other  people.  Sometimes  the 
writing  —  either  doing  it  myself  or  other 
people  reading  it  —  is  essential  to  that.  So 


are  the  conversations  that  are  sort  of  the  oral 
equivalent  of  writing  in  the  community.  I’m 
talking  about  the  sitting  around,  talking, 
telling  stories  —  putting  things  together  or 
learning  things  about  yourself  or  bringing 
up  that  kind  of  deep  stuff  that  you  have  to 
have  access  to  in  order  to  believe  in  yourself, 
to  know  your  own  reality.  That  is  also  essen¬ 
tial  to  getting  to  the  political  organizing. 

I’m  able  now  to  give  a  little  more  weight 
to  that  side  of  the  political  work  than  1  used 
to.  I  used  to  not  give  as  much  of  an  emphasis 
in  my  own  thinking  to  the  —  cultural  work, 
I  suppose  one  might  call  it  —  as  I  do  now. 

How  did  you  used  to  conceptualize  it? 

I  thought  people  should  just  sort  of  rush 
out  there  and  organize.  And  if  you’re  not 
ready  to  rush  out  there  and  organize, 
something’s  wrong.  And  now  —  probably 
this  is  connected  to  the  teaching  —  I  feel  like 
I’m  able  to  give  more  acknowledgment  to 
the  fact  that  one  builds  a  self  in  relation  to 
others,  and  that  process  has  to  begin  hap¬ 
pening  before  one  can  do  this  larger 
political  work.  We  have  to  be  able  to  have 
this  other  building  of  self,  self-concept,  con¬ 
nection  to  other  people  in  the  community. 
That  has  to  happen,  and  it  often  happens 
through  communal  art  or  through  storytell¬ 
ing  and  hanging  out. 

I  imagine  you  have  gotten  a  lot  of  feedback 
from  people  about  the  importance  of  your 
writing  in  their  lives  as  organizers. 

Yeah.  At  the  OutWrite  Conference  in  San 
Francisco  I  sat  down  with  two  women  I 
didn’t  know.  It  turned  out  they  were  at  San¬ 
ta  Cruz  at  an  academic  program  there,  and 
they  said  “Oh,  you’re  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt. 
We’re  reading  Yours  in  Struggle  right 
now,”  because  something  had  happened. 
They  had  been  been  part  of  organizing  a 
conference  or  panel,  and  it  had  become  ap¬ 
parent  to  them  as  white  women  that  they 
didn’t  understand  about  racism.  They  had 
immediately  formed  a  study  group  and  were 
reading  Yours  in  Struggle  as  fast  as  they 
could. 

But  there  are  other  stories.  1  just  got  a  let¬ 
ter  from  a  former  student  of  mine  that  said: 
“I  look  at  Joan’s  photographs  and  I  read 
your  poetry  when  I  start  to  feel  really  badly 
about  myself  as  a  lesbian,  when  I  start  to 
hate  myself.  And  I  feel  better.”  Or  people 
who  say:  “I  felt  suicidal,  and  then  I  stayed 
up  all  night  and  I  read  the  poems  and  felt 
okay.”  Art  does  save  lives.  Art  helps  us  keep 
going.  Art  helps  us  love,  it  helps  us  connect, 
it  helps  us  understand  ourselves.  And  we 
have  to  be  able  to  do  all  that  in  order  to 
build  a  future  where  we  are  not  split  apart  in 
ourselves  or  from  each  other.  □ 
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Congress  on  a  vote  instigated  by  Jesse 
Helms.  The  essence  of  it  is  that  agency 
money  cannot  be  spent  on  work  that  in  the 
judgment  of  the  NEA  is  deemed  obscene  — 
and  included  in  that  list  of  obscenities  is 
homoeroticism.  When  I  was  trying  to  decide 
about  this  agreement,  I  thought  “Well,  this 
is  another  one  of  those  Catch-22’s  that  we 
get  put  in.”  Because  if  at  this  point  I  don’t 
sign  the  agreement,  I  will  be  saying  that  I  ex¬ 
pect  to  write  work  that  is  obscene  and 
without  any  literary  or  social  value.  If  I  say 
I’m  not  going  to  sign  this  agreement,  it’s  like 
saying:  “Well,  1  guess  I’m  just  going  to  be 
completely  beyond  the  pale  of  anything  that 
any  person  who  has  any  ethical  values  would 
want  to  read.”  If  I  don’t  sign  it,  not  only  am 
I  censoring  myself  before  I’ve  even  written 
anything,  I’m  also  going  along  with  the  idea 
that  to  be  a  lesbian  is  to  be  obscene. 

And  if  I  do  sign  the  statement,  I  feel  like  I 
have  to  struggle  within  myself  not  to  let  it  af¬ 
fect  what  I’m  going  to  write  for  fear  that 
they  will  crack  down  on  me  later.  As  I 
understand  it,  what  could  possibly  happen  is 
if  later  the  NEA  decides  that  what  I’ve  done 
is  obscene  and  without  merit,  then  they 
might  try  to  take  the  money  away  —  like 
they  tried  to  do  with  the  Artists’  Space  show 
on  AIDS  in  New  York. 

So  I’m  really  trying  to  toughen  myself  to 
write  what  I  need  to  write.  I  need  to  remind 
myself  that  I  have  no  idea  what  the  political 
response  will  be  to  my  work  by  the  NEA  or 
by  people  standing  over  the  NEA  like 
Helms.  I  just  have  to  do  my  work,  like  I’ve 
always  done,  and  then  see  what  happens 
with  it.  But  I  feel  this  looming  over  me  a  lit¬ 
tle  bit. 

I  also  think  it’s  important  to  understand 
that  this  attempted  restriction  on  art  — 
although  it’s  terrible  that  it’s  in  legal  form 
—  is  really  not  any  different  from  what  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  go  through  every  day.  We 
can  be  blatant  and  out  there  if  we  want  to 
be,  and  maybe  that  will  be  okay,  or  maybe 
we’ll  get  smashed  for  it.  But  we  never  really 
know.  We  can  subside  and  hide  —  because 
we  assume  that  the  response  will  be  an¬ 
tagonistic  —  or  we  can  be  ourselves  and 
hope  that  people  will  respond  to  that  in  a 
positive  way. 

I  have  to  say  that  I  do  feel  that  the  NEA 
restriction  is  part  of  a  larger  attack.  For  in¬ 
stance,  I  was  just  in  Los  Angeles  and  I  did  an 
interview  with  KPFK,  where,  a  while  back, 
the  lesbian  and  gay  radio  show  ran  Jerker , 
which  was  a  sexually  explicit  play  about  how 
to  do  safe  sex.  They  'got ’jumped  on  by  the 
right  wing,  and  they’re  being  threatened 
with  losing  their  license.  When  I  read  out 
there,  they  were  very  apologetic  and  very 
nice,  but  they  said:  “We’re  afraid  we’re  go¬ 
ing  to  lose  our  license,  we  have  to  really 
scrutinize  what  you  are  going  to  read  on  the 
air.”  I  found  that  much  of  what  I  had  writ¬ 
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Saturday, 

June  23,  199 O 
9:30  a.m. 

Central  Park 
Five  Miles 

All  Runners  Welcome 


Certified,  T AC- sanctioned  course.  With  the 
cooperation  of  the  New  York  City  Department  of  Parks 
and  Recreation  and  the  New  York  Road  Runners  Club. 

Sponsored  by  Front  Runners  NY 

Corporate  Benefactors: 

Christopher  Street  Financial ,  Inc. 
Oufweek  Magazine 

•  For  a  race  application ,  write  before  June  J 1  to  Front 
Runners  NY,  PO  Box  363-E,  New  York,  NY  10014. 

•  Entry  fee:  $7  through  June  1 1;  $8  through  June  22; 
$10  on  Race  Day. 

•  Please  enclose  a  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope. 
Or  call  212  724  9700. 

•  FRNY  is  a  running  club  for  lesbians,  gay  men,  and 
supportive  nongay  people  of  all  athletic  abilities 


We've  met  the  challenge.  Cay  men  have  proven  that  safer  sex  is  GREAT  SEX! 

We  didn  7  give  it  up  -  we  made  it  HOT,  and  we  made  it  FUN.  Let's  keep  it  that  way! 

Join  us  in  reaffirming  the  importance  of  safer  sex,  and  we'll  help  you  feel  confident  about  saying 
YES,  whether  you're  into  casual  sex  or  serious  dating,  and  no  matter  what  your  HIV  status  is. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  19,  12  noon  •  6pm 
(latecomers  will  not  be  admitted) 

Buddies,  51  Stuart  Street,  Boston 
To  register  call  617-437-6200,  X298 

Facilitated  by  Robb  Johnson  of  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  and  John  Dreyer  of  AIDS  Action  Committee 


FENWAY 

COMMUNITY 

HEALTH 

CENTER 


AIDS  ACTION 


1989  Goy  Men's  Health  Crisis,  Ini.  Photography  by  Alfredo  Martinei-Fonts 


Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal”  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 

C.AX 

SELECTIONS" 


Only  $1.00  per  minute. 

Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 
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DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WAITING! 


95c  PER  MIN  '  $2.00  THE  1st  MIN  •  YOU  MUST  BE  18  OR  OLDER  •  © 1990  REAL  PEOPLE ,  LTD. 


ftfg,  Ptface, 

or  Poors 


□  MANN  HUNT  -  Hot  one  - on-one  Action 
El  TALKE  LIVE  -  with  up  to  8  hot  men 

Q  REMATCH  -  For  the  men  of  your  choice 

□  RECORD-  your  private  voice  Mail  Box 

E3  RETRIEVE  -  Messages  other  callers 
have  left  in  your  Mail  Box 

0  HEAR-  Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center 


MATCH  «  MATE 


For  that  meaningful 
Relationship 


Voice  Noil  Box  1-900-820-8025 

0.75  cts.  par  min.  1 .50  first  min. 


Live  Action  1-900-999-MANN 


Call  Free  12131  626-9710 


6  2  6  6 

0.95  par  ertn. 


TOLL  CHARGES  MAY  BE  APPLICABLE.  GUARANTEED  CONNECTION  WHEN  BUSY.  CALLERS  MUST  BE  18  YRS.  OR  OlOER. 


RECORD  YOUR  OWN  AD  AND  OPEN  UP  A  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  INSTANTLY! 
LISTEN  TO  LOCAL  ADS  IN  YOUR  AREA  •  MEET  MEN  IN  YOUR  AREA  NOW! 
RECEIVE  MESSACES  IN  YOUR  OWN  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  TONICHT! 

MEN  FOR  MEN 

,sssr- 1  (900)  234*3500  A°^s 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ERSONALS 

HELP!  Carpenter/Locksmith  talent? 
GCN  needs  to  make  a  room  lighttight 
(for  a  stat  camera)  and  also  to  put  a 
lock  on  the  door  because  of  the  new 
desktop  system  (security).  If  you  can 
help  out/please  call  Mike  at  GCN, 
426-4469.  Thanks! 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

FIDELITY  DATING 

We  offer  a  through  the  mail  discreet  Home  Video  or 
Photo  dating  club.  Please  give  us  a  call  to  receive  our 
free  brochure.  1-800-UR-LQVED  (800-875-6833).  (45) 

HELP1 

GCN  needs  to  make  a  room  light-tight  (for  a  slat 
camera);  and  to  put  a  lock  on  the  door  (for  insurance 
purposes).  If  you  know  how  to  do  these  things,  please 
call  Mike  at  GCN,  426A469.  Thanks. _ (42) 

BUCK  UCE  LINGERIE 

Lace,  leather,  novelty  gifts,  toys  and  more.  Where  your 
every  dream  becomes  reality.  (617)  286-9070.  318  Squire 
Road,  Revere,  02151.  Across  from  NorthGate,  2nd 
floor. _ (49) 

GWF  31  SEEKS  PENPALS.  FRIENDS 
Have  many  interests  and  hobbies.  I  have  given  up  on 
military  women.  They  are  too  self-centered.  How  about 
us  civilian  women?  Write  Robin,  P.O.B.  5992,  Oxnard, 
Calif.  93031-5992.  No  prisoners  or  men  please! _ (43) 

WANTED! 

Looking  for  a  daring  volunteer  to  spend  1-2  hours  a 
month  coordinating  GCA's  microfilm  orders  and  sales. 
Learn  about  the  exciting  world  of  microfilm  and  more! 
Position  opens  in  June  —  call  Margaret  for  more  info: 
426-4469,  (49) 

JUST  WOMEN 

Bright,  beautiful,  intelligent,  sensitive,  honest,  playful, 
warm,  MATURE,  funny,  spiritual,  goal-oriented  JUST 
WOMEN,  The  Dating  Serice  for  Women  like  us.  CALL 
NOW:  (617)248-0135 _ (42) 

ARE  YOU  READY...? 

Are  you  HONEST,  MASCULINE,  ROMANTIC,  and 
want  to  meet  others  like  yourself?  CALL  (617)  523-4444 
ask  for  Bob  or  Andy.  CONNECTION,  Ltd.  The  Dating 
Service  that  Delivers  RESULTS...  -  (42) 

SM 

Boston-based  bear  novice  looking  to  expand  experience 
and  push  limits.  Interested  top  men  looking  for  self- 
contained  scenes  with  eager,  late-20s  SM  dabbler,  please 
respond  to  GCN  Box  358. _ (42) 

GAY  &  ALONE? 

ComQuest  offers  an  inexpensive  computer  matching  ser¬ 
vice  for  gay  men.  There  is  no  need  to  be  alone!  Call  for  a 
free  information  packet  1-800-633-6969  anytime.  (45) 
PITIFUL  BUTCHES  SEEK  FEM!!! 

Dcsparate,  distraught  butch  couple  seeks  one  compe¬ 
tent,  capabale  fern  to  run  our  lives  (i.e.,  housekeeping, 
cooking,  and  caretaking.)  References  waived  —  we’re 
hungry!!  GCN  Box  390. _ (49) 


NNOUNCEMENTS 

GAY  GAMES  -  WOMEN'S  SLO-PITCH 

Ski-pitch  team  looking  for  highly  competitive  players  for  tour- 
naments  and  gay  games.  Leslie  (617)  734-7337 _ (42) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours,  I  I  Y  9-5). _ (18.1) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Leant  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  call  Jennie  or 
Laura  at  GCN,  4264469. 


SERVICES 

ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 

Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186,  1-800-248-2875. _ (43) 

HAVE  TOOLS 

Strong,  intelligent,  experienced,  hardworking  women 
interested  in  finding  landscape  work.  Part  time  till  June, 
full  lime  during  summer.  Call  Kim  at  522-6226.  (44) 

MOVING  TO  ORLANDO?? 

Unique  Homes  &  Investments,  Inc.,  Paul  R.  Ricci, 
Realtor,  Relocation  Specialist  —  One  Smart  Move! 
“Here  to  Serve  Our  Community”  805  E.  Washington 
St.,  Orlando,  FL  32801.  (407)  774-5961  or  (407) 
425-9982. _ (2) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  "Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

17S5  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7840 


Gay  and  Lesbian 


Helppine 


617-267-9001  tty/voice 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room?  Just  keep  wntmg  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S<  per  word  (3S<  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25® 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x _ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x _ number  of  runs)  $ _ 


My  category  rv: 

U  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 
I  1  ROOMMATE  WANTED  *D  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  [  1  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 
I  !  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 
U  SERVICES  GRIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $_ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address  _ 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 

fundraisers/benefits,  cocktail  parties, 
formal  dinners,  business  functions, 
joining/union  ceremonies 

Coordinating,  the  perfect  occasion 
from  start  to  finish. 

(508)  689-0127 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 
(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 
MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


Paralegal 


Legal  Services  Center 

Caseworker  needed  for  staff  position  at 
AIDS  Law  Clinic,  Legal  Services  Center. 
Duties  include  direct  client  casework,  stu¬ 
dent  supervision  and  community  out¬ 
reach.  Salary  DOE.  Excellent  vacation 
and  benefit  plans.  Send  resumes  to: 
Victoria  Read,  Legal  Services 
Center,  3529  Washington  Street, 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130. 

People  of  color,  gay  men  and  lesbians  encouraged  to 
apply.  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. 


SUPPORT 


V*  •= 

vYt :v 


OUR  ADVERTISERS 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
“Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


H 
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GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

For  job  openings  at  Gay  Community  News,  see 
pages  4  or  5. 

RN’S  -  CAPE  COD 

RN’s  needed  for  community  health  centers  in  Pro- 
vincetown  and  in  Wcllfleet.  Mid  June  through 
September.  Full  or  part  time,  but  willingness  to  work 
weekends  a  must.  Please  call  Kristen  Shantz,  RN,  at 
Outer  Cape  Health  Services:  (508)  487-9395.  EOE.  (42) 
FIGHT  FOR  LESBIAN/GAY  RIGHTS 
Are  you  politically  motivaled/outgoing?  Join  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund’s  canvass  staff  and  help  build 
grassroots  pressure  on  Congres  for  lesbian/gay  rights. 
Call  (617)  577-8229  or  contact  HRCF,  P.O.  Box  1723, 
Wash.,  DC  20013,  (202)  628-4160. _ (42) 

COMMUNITY  WORKS 

Seeks  Campaign  Manager  to  manage  its  participation  in 
payroll  deduction  campaigns  and  pulbicity/PR  efforts. 
FT,  S20K.  Resume,  cover  letter  by  5/31  to  Community 
Works,  25  West  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111.  People  of 
color,  lesbians  and  gay  men,  physically  challenged  in- 
dividuals  encouraged  to  apply.  EOC. _ (43) 

PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT 
GWM  requires  experienced  PCA.  Some  lifting.  Car  nee. 
20-25  hours/wk.  Flex  schedule.  Reliability  very  impor- 
tant.  Call  648-0578  after  7:00pm.  Arlington  vicinity.  (42) 


LIVE-IN  OR  PART  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendant  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist.  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have 
a  driver's  license  and  be  responsible,  mature,  and 
energetic.  Live-in  gets  free  rent  plus  S2l5/wk.  Weekdays 
5-10pm  gets  $190/wk.  Weekends  gets  $180.  Call 
731-6228. _ (18.1) 

WORK  FOR  PEACE  AND  JUSTICE 
The  Central  America  Solidarity  Assoc,  is  hiring  evening 
phonebankers  for  work  during  the  spring/summer. 
$7.15  an  hour.  Please  call  Malkah  or  Pam  at  492-8699. 

' _ (43) 

FUNDING  EXCHANGE,  a  network  of  15  community- 
based  foundations  supporting  broad  spectrum  of  social- 
change  oriented  projects,  seeks  two  full  time  staff,  NYC 
office.  ADMINISTRATIVE  DIRECTOR  —  Respon¬ 
sibilities:  office,  operations  management;  financial  ad¬ 
ministration;  some  personnel  supervision,  and  project 
work  for  network.  Requirements:  strong  office  manage¬ 
ment,  financial  administration  experience  —  preferably 
non-profit;  computer  literacy,’  including  Lotus  1-2-3. 
GRANTS  ADMINISTRATOR  —  Responsibilities:  pro¬ 
cessing  grants,  administrative  follow-up,  recordkeeping. 
Requirements:  solid  general  office,  clerical  experience; 
good  communication,  organization  skills;  some  com¬ 
puter  knowledge  including  w.p.  Application  deadline 
5/25.  Two-year  commitment.  Annual  raises;  excellent 
benefits.  Resume  with  cover  letter  including  grassroots 
community  work  to  Funding  Exchange;  666  Broadway, 
#500,  NY,  NY  10012,  Attn:  Rosalie  Sassano.  People  of 
color,  women,  gay  and  lesbian  candidates  are  encour- 
aged  to  apply. _ (42) 

JOBS  IN  ALASKA 

Hiring.  $600  wkly.  Summer/Year  Around  Canneries, 
Fishing,  Construction.  CALL  NOW!  1-206-736-7000 
Ext,  5449B2. _  (44) 


OSITION  WANTED 

jOB  WANTED 
PROF.  OFF.  MGR. 

GWM,  30.  Proffessional  Office  Manager.  8  years  ex¬ 
perience  including  supervising  staff  of  15,  hiring/firing, 
training,  payroll,  PC.  Seeks  position  in  Worcester, 
Milford,  Providence  Area.  Reply  to  GCA?  Box  391.  (43) 


G' 
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DICTIONARIES  NEEDEDI 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! 

BONE  UP 

on  GCN  news  stories  covered  by  veteran  correspondent 
John  Zeh.  Audio  cassettes  of  important  news  and 
cultural  events  raise  consciousness  while  communtin, 
doing  chores,  or  relaxing.  Hear  Barney  Frank,  Simon 
Nkoli,  Louis  Sheldon,  Wiliam  Dannemeyer  et  a!.  For 
catalog,  send  $2  (applied  to  order)  to  John  Zeh,  1455 
Chapin  St,  NW,  Washington,  DC  2(XX)9-4510.  (42) 

HELP! 

GCN  needs  to  make  a  room  light-tight  (for  a  stat 
camera);  and  to  put  a  lock  on  the  door  (for  insurance 
purposes).  If  you  know  how  to  do  these  things,  please 
call  Mike  at  GCN 426-4469  (44) 


O  R 


S  A  L  E 


SELLING  IT? 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week ! _ 

PROVINCETOWN  CONDO 

Young  2BR,  1.5  bath,  3-level  townhouse.  Quiet,  wood¬ 
ed  area.  Modern,  fully  furnished,  W/D,  Andersen  win¬ 
dows.  Wrap-around  deck,  park  two  cars.  Small  com¬ 
plex,  low  fees.  Excellent  vacation  home,  great  rental 
potential.  $12SK.  (516)932-7147, _ (43) 
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OOMMATE  WANTED 

JP  HOUSEHOLD  SUBLET1LONGTERM 

3  LFs  seek  I  or  2  LFs/BiFs.  Big,  pretty  apt.  near 
Pond/Arboretum.  Friendly,  independent.  Kids 
welcome.  Sorry,  no  pets/smokers.  Light  alcohol/drug 
use.  For  4  1  $355  plus  utilities.  522-9760. _ (4J) 

2LF  seek  3rd  for  large  apt  in  house.  JP  near  T.  340-plus. 
Avail.  6/1  maybe  sooner.  Call  Nicki  522-5540  or 
484-0705. _ (41) 

Sublet  avail.  May  21 -July  8.  Sunny,  comfortable  2BR 
apt.  with  study  in  JP.  No  pets.  3rd  fir.  $850  incl. 
522-7218. _ (41) 


PORTER  SQUARE  SUBLET 

3L’s  and  2  cats  seek  L  or  BiF  for  sunny  Somerville  apt. 
No  pets,  smokers.  June  I -Sept  1.  $300/mo.  incl.  utils. 
776-6442 _ (42) 

Porter  Square  mixed  household  (BiF,  GM,  StrM  —  grad 
students)  seeks  friendly  nonsmoking  fourth.  Quiet 
neighborhood,  no  pets,  rent  $3 16.50-plus.  Available 
June  1st.  623-1896. _  (42) 

Newton  GF  seeks  F  for  I  BR  in  pleasant  2  BR  duplex. 
Pkg,  laundry,  yard,  minute  to  Pike  and  bus,  roomy  kit¬ 
chen  and  bath.  Sorry,  resident  cat  only.  $325-plus.  6/1 
or  7/1,  965-1382. _ (42) 

SOMERVILLE 

Professional  LF  or  BiF  wanted  for  spacious  two  bedrm 
apartment  near  Porter  Sq.  Quiet,  yard,  cat  ok,  no  eigs. 
Available  6/1.  $425-plus.  625-3121. _ (42) 

BRIGHTON  -  OAKYa 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  for  large  apt.  in  2  family  house.  Yard, 

porches,  safe  neighborhood.  Convenient  to  T.  Non 

smoker.  $300-plus.  Available  June  1 .  782-3 1 29.  (4 1 ) 

LF  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  Somerville  (Teele  Square)  apt.  2 
bedrooms,  2  porches.  Very  close  to  Davis  T.  $325  in¬ 
cludes  all.  No  security  deposit.  Available  now.  625-1039. 

_ (42) 

LOFT  SPACE 

3  GF  and  cat  seek  4th  for  artist’s  household.  Your  room 

900  sq.  ft.,  18  ft.  ceilings,  hardwood  floors,  wood- 
burning  stove.  $357/mo  plus  key  fee.  Share  kitchen  and 
bath.  No  drugs,  heavy  drinking.  542-0024, _ (43) 

SOMERVILE  -  TEELE  SQUARE 
LF  seeks  same  for  quiet,  sunny  5  room  apt.  with  por¬ 
ches.  Close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  Please  no  smoke,  drugs  or 
pets.  $25  plus  utilities  and  security  dep.  Call  628-3216  pis 
leave  message. _  (43) 

WATERTOWN  SQ.  SUBLET 

Lesbian  wanted  to  sublet  one  large  bedroom.  6/15-8/31. 
Rent  $350  or  best  offer.  No  smoking,  alcohol,  or  drugs 
please.  923-4370, _ (43) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  wanted 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will 
be  accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


S  DYKES  IN  JP 

Collective  lesbian  household  seeks  LF  over  25  to  share 
irreverance  fashion  intervention  and  apple  pancakes. 
Feminists  vegetarians  activists.  Spacious  home  near 
green  and  orange  Ts,  pond  and  greal  ice  cream.  Rent  a 
mere  241.67-plus.  All  this  and  more.  Call  Today: 
524-0821. _ _ (42) 

LF  24  looking  for  2LF  for  beautiful  JP  apartment. 
Dishwasher,  parking,  no  drugs,  smoking.  Sorry  no  pets 
3S0  and  375  plus  utilities.  Call  522-6454, _ (43) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  BR,  5-room  Davis  Sq.  apt. 
Washer,  near  T,  back  porch.  $387  includes  all.  No 
smoke.  Avail.  6/1  or  later  for  summer  sublet  or  long- 
term.  666-2558, _ (43) 

Cambridge  summer  sublet  possible  fall  stay.  Seeking  4th 
woman  semiveg  activist.  No  drugs,  pets.  Big  house  with 
yard,  near  T.  Rent  200.00-plus.  497-7828. _ (43) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Lesbian  25,  artist,  politically  aware,  seeks  LF  for 
2-bcdroom  apt.  in  JP.  Share  food/expenses.  Close  to 
Arboretum,  bus,  T.  No  smoke,  have  dog  and  cat  —  no 
more  please.  Summer  sublet  w/  fall  option.  375  plus 
utils.  Call  524-6839, _ (43) 

GREAT  J.P.  APARTMENT 

2  GF’s  seek,  I  -2  reasonably  tidy  housemates  for  sunny,  4 
BR  apt.  on  Day  St.  Clean,  independent,  non-smoking, 
no  pets,  washer  in  apt.  3rd  floor,  secure,  $212  plus  util. 
6/l  or  sooner.  Call  Laura  522-5190. _ (43) 

GREAT  COOP  HOUSE  SEEKS  3  F/M 
any  age,  race,  affectional  preference.  Move  in  date  flexi¬ 
ble  but  prefer  by  6/1.  8  bedroom  beautiful  spacious 
house  and  garden.  Now  4F/4M  ages  31-57.  Share 
chores,  vegetarian  meals,  house  meetings.  Nonsmoking. 
For  10  years  we've  lived  safely  and  harmouniously  in 
Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester.  Near  T.  $250  plus  $50 
utils,  265-7479. _ (42) 

INMAN  SQ/CAMBRIDGE 

LF  plus  two  cats  seek  warm,  independent  28-plus  GM  or 
LF.  Spacious  6  room,  sunny  apt.  with  fireplace  and 
porch;  near  T.  $400-plus.  Short  term  or  part  time 
welcome.  No  smoking,  drugs,  or  more  pets  please. 
868-1553. _ (42) 

LF  grad  student  seeks  F  for  2BR  apt  in  Somerville.  I 
smoke  —  you  don't  have  to.  No  compulsive  ncatniks  or 
total  slobs,  $27S-plus,  Avail  June  1st.  628-9772.  (43) 

2ND  &  3RD  FLOOR  IN  E.  ARLINGTON 
2LFs  seek  3rd  for  spacious  sunny  house  —  yard,  por¬ 
ches,  laundry,  off-street  parking,  own  phone  line.  No 
smk/pcls.  $400  plus  utilities.  Call  648-0970  or  646-6607. 
Leave  message. _ (42) 

SALEM.  MA. 

GF  28-plus  to  share  2  bedroom  apartment,  2  bath, 
fireplace,  porch,  parking.  Includes  heat  and  utilities 

$350.  Call  (508)  744-1960.  Leave  message. _ (42) 

LF  &  GM  SEEKING  ROOMMATE 
For  politically  incorrect  pagan  household  in  Somerville. 
DW,  W&D,  on  Orange  line.  $260-plus  utilities.  628-7744 
9am  to  9pm. _ (42) 

THERE'S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864  1466. _ 

2LF's  and  I  BiF  seek  another  for  sunny,  spacious  Porter 
Sq.  home.  No  smokers,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  We  have 
Leal,  $350-plus,  491-4005. _ (42) 

A  PARTMENTS 

CAMBRIDGE  2  BR  APT 

in  owner-occupied  three  family  house.  Living  room.  Luge  eat- 
in  kitchen,  yard,  common  roof  deck  and  washer/dricr.  Lols 
of  storage  area.  Walking  distance  to  Central  Square.  Prefer 
gay  family  with  child  under  five.  $725  plus  utilities.  Available 
6/1.876-1013. _ (42) 

WEST  MEDFORD 

Sunny!  4rm  1st  fl.  apt  6  15  in  Ixsb,  own/occ  2  lam.  $795.00 
mo.  w  o  util.  Good  T,  porches,  garden  on  st  park  W/D  safe 
neigh.  Cat  ok  —  no  smokers.  Carol  483-3685.  (43) 

Jones  Hill  Dorchester  beautiful  new  I  bdrm  apt,  oak  firs, 
wood,  lesbian  owned  hse,  offst  pkg.  trees,  2  bays,  avail  June 
I ,  $655  plus  utilities.  436-2583.  _  (46) 

Summer  sublet  available  2BR  spacious  sunny.  Asailabfc  June- 
Augu-J  3 1 .  Davis  Square.  $700  mo.  CAM  623-5372. _ (42) 

K 

Responsible  IT  32  seeks  quiet  sunny  top- Door  I  BR  apart¬ 
ment  ui  Cambridge  or  Somers  tile  for  June  I .  Reasonable  rent. 

Call  Debbie  8685349 _ (43) 

Funky,  spontaneous  IT  seeks  housing  beginning  June,  early 
July  in  Cambridge.  Bn>ykbnc.  or  Brighton.  1  smoke,  it's  o  k 
if  you  don't.  Call  RacheBc  at  623-3414  tv  232-1643 _ (44) 

SUMMER  SUBLET  WANTED 

GF  seeks  studio  or  I  BR  apt  May -Aug  (flexible)  Neat, 
resp  considerate  Housittmg  &  petsitting  arrangements 
ok  kale  628-1253  (exes),  4V9-6087  (days) _ (42) 


P-TOWN  BEACH  POINT 

Condo  with  loft,  sleeps  four,  kitchenette,  parking, 
private  patio,  heated  pool,  cable  TV,  beach  access. 
$350/week  June,  $450/week  July.  Call  (508)  369-2872. 
_ (42) 


\a  cations 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic,  mountain  acres, 
heated  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we're  your  perfect  vaca¬ 
tion  choice!  All  summer  sports  and  spectacular  fall  col¬ 
ors  too!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keeper^ _ ; _ (18.24) 

WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown  Har¬ 
bor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most  rooms 
private  bath,  7  Winthrop  Street,  Provincetown,  MA 
02657.  (508)  487-0094.  (42) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

'INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc  .  etc  I area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too1) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4.50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas  N  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  lirst  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St. .  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


1 990-9 1  DIRECTORY  OF  ALTERNATIVE 
AND  RADICAL  PUBLICATIONS 

Over  350  periodicals  listed;  $3.00.  Write:  Alternative 
Press  Center,  P.O.  Box  33109,  Dept.  D,  Baltimore,  MD 
21218. _ ; _ (5) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee. 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminisl  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA94I14,  _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
03,  San  Francisco.  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1 10, 
Cambridge,  MA02I39. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (18,35) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES.  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17,36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  "A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/ycar  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKSf  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(ex)  _ 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly,  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  SI 8  Canada,  $25  institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW. 
Wellesley  Women's  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181. _ («) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anno .  edition  of  Block  /Out  now  available. 
This  bi  annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry  ,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage  I  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
Bl  ACK  OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile. 
Detroit.  Ml  48319. _ (ex) 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  MI  48219. _ (ex) 

Organizations 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16-1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
1 -800-42-BAGLY  for  info, _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1 .00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _ (7) 


M  OVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 

Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano,  and  hoistingspecialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day,  any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184. 

MPDU  #23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO„  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 

_ Very  careful  moveers  641-1234. _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772, _ 06) 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343,  242-0772. _ 
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Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 

WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


I’d  like  some  contact  with  the  free  world.  I’m  a] 

habitual  sex  offender.  For  those  who  do  res-j 
pond,  I  will  be  honest.  Mark  BEHRING,  Box 
94949  (S-2),  Lincoln  NE  68509. 

TO  MY  DEAREST  HUSBAND  TERRY  I 
ANDERSON,  I  love  you  sweetheart.  You  have! 
made  me  proud  to  spend  the  rest  of  my  life  with 
you.  Now  I  can  be  Mrs.  Rosey  Ann  Anderson  [ 
until  death  do  us  part.  Love,  Rosey. _ 

AIDS  in  Florida  prison 
I  am  23  and  want  to  know  if  there  is  some  peo-l 
pie  out  there  who  would  like  to  be  friends  with  a 
prisoner  who  is  lonely  and  who  has  AIDS?  No  I 
one  in  here  does.  Please  write  as  a  friend.  Fran-I 
cis  ANKER,  494519-A,  PO  Box  747,  Starke  FL 
32091. _ _ 

Penpal  sought  who  will  relate  to  me  as  a  human  I 

being.  I’m  an  avid  reader,  lover  of  music 
(Stones  to  Smith)  and  social  controversies,  and 
life  in  general.  Not  seeking  financial  assistance. 
No  certain  gender,  age,  or  race  required. 
Charlie  BROWN,  102133,  Camp  A  Dorm  1, 
LA  State  Prison,  Angola  LA  70712 _ 

GM,  25,  single  and  searching,  open  for  friend¬ 
ship  from  anyone.  (But  can’t  write  other  I 
prisoners).  Would  like  to  meet  an  older  manl 
who  will  be  forever  true.  Call  me  ‘Pepsi’,  but] 
address  the  envelope  to:  Jeffrey  Lee  SWANN,] 
38650,  Box  2800,  Lincoln  NE  68502. _ 

GM,  36,  seeking  fellow  gays  as  penpals.  In¬ 
terests  are  making  wooden  clocks,  doing! 
puzzles  (crossword  and  jigsaw),  writing  letters,] 
and  listening  to  music  from  the  50s,  60s  and! 
70s.  Matthew  ROBERTS,  88A  4157,  Box  367A.J 
Dannemora  NY  12929. _ 

Bisexual  male  looking  for  friendship  from! 

anyone.  1  can’t  write  other  prisoners.  If  you] 
have  some  time  and  thoughts  to  share,  pleasel 
share  them  with  me.  Todd  SCH RECK,  36307, 
box  2800,  Lincoln  NE  68502. _ 

I’m  29,  bi-gay,  looking  for  a  true  lover  that  is’l 
looking  for  the  same.  No  games.  Free  world  | 
people  only.  I  enjoy  dancing,  fine  art,  fun  lov¬ 
ing,  high  school  grad,  phone  talks.  I  just  want  a| 
real  person.  Older  man  preferred.  Jimmy  BUR- 
DON,  90902  LCD  11,  3001  W.  Hwy  146,4 
LaGrange  KY  40032. _ 

Looking  for  a  Good  Friend.  I’m  32  years  old,] 

caring  and  understanding.  Gary  BEARDEN,] 


C- 10886,  PO  Box  3456,  (4B1R-41),  Corcoran| 
CA  93212. 


9? 


Heilo,  I’m  an  attractive  20  yr  old  fern.  I’m  look¬ 
ing  for  a  female  friend  (Mexican  especially). 
I’m  a  very  understanding  and  compassionate 
woman.  Megan  REYES,  475431,  1401  State 
School  Rd,  GatesviUe  TX  76599. 


AIDS  information  books  FREE 

‘Surviving  and  Thriving  with  AIDS:  Collected: 
Wisdom’  is  available  to  PWAs  and  PWArcs  for 
free.  Write  to:  PWA  Coalition  Newsline,  31  Wj 
26th  St.,  NYC  10010. 

ALSO:  The  Newsline,  a  great  monthly  with] 
up-to-date  info  on  all  aspects  of  AIDS,  is  will¬ 
ing  to  publish  pieces  from  prisoners  about  howl] 
AIDS  is  affecting  your  lives.  Write  them !  KEEP . 
PRISONERS  VISIBLE  to  the  outside  world!; 
(Same  address  as  above.)  


ANGELA  DAVIS  has  been  moved  to  another 
location  for  a  short  time.  If  you’ve  been  writing 
her  and  wonder  what  the  problem  has  been  (or 
if  you  haven’t  and  want  a  penpal),  write  her  at: 
Angela  DAVIS,  BS902502,  1550  NW  30th  Ave, 
|  Pompano  Beach  FL  33069. _ 

I’m  a  nice  person  looking  for  a  friend.  I’m  into 
real  women.  Elgetha  THOMAS,  20118,  1479 
Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040, _ 

I’m  a  tall,  dark  and  handsome  woman,  very 
caring  and  loveable.  Please  write.  DeMarole 
SPEAR,  20364,  New  Cottage,  1479  Collins 
1  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040.  


AIDS  organizing  &  educating: 

A  new  group  is  organizing  to  help  prisoners  in] 
the  western  states  to  organize  and  educate, 
prisoners  and  guards,  about  AIDS.  Write  them  I 
at:  PWA  Prison  Project,  Box  300339,  Denver] 
CO  80203. 


Gay  WRITER 
jl’m  a  gay  writer,  deeply  into  Plato  and  other' 
jhomosexually  active  philosophers  of  the'l 
| classical  period.  1  write  poetry  and  fiction  and 
1  would  like  to  exchange  some  for  a  copy  of  your 

■  newspaper.  Also,  I’m  26  and  in  search  of, 

Bplatonic,  perhaps  lasting  relationships* 1! 

5  (penpals).  Please  write.  James  Lee  PAXSON, 

■  128-417  (Kl-61),  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH; 

1 45699, _ _ | 

IGM,  38,  looking  to  correspond  with  person(s) 
_ willing  to  write.  Am  not  looking  for  support] 
services,  just  friendships  and  longterm  com-| 
munication.  Prisoners  welcome.  Frank! 
WASHIA,  162655,  Box  538  ACC,  Jefferson  Ci- 
ty  MO  65102. 


OFF  OUR  BACKS,  a  women's  liberation  jour¬ 
nal  of  news  and  features  is  free  to  women  in 
prison.  Write  them  at:  OOB,  2423  18th  St  NW, 
Washington  DC  20009 

The  Women’s  Project:  a  multi¬ 
racial  group  working  in  the  South  to  assist  those 
[concerned  with  violence  against  women,  and 
I  women’s  economic  issues.  They  have  a  support 
[group  for  battered  women  in  prison,  and  for 
,  formerly  incarcerated  women  attempting  to 
1  reestablish  themselves  in  the  community;  and  a 
I  prostitutes  and  AIDS  group.  For  more  info 
write  them  at:  The  Women’s  Project,  2224 
■  Main  St,  Little  Rock  AR  72206. 


HABLA  espanol? 

A  friend  is  writing  this  for  me.  I  do  not  write  or 
read  English.  I’m  Cuban- American.  So  if  you 
write  in  Spanish,  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you. 
I’m  25,  muscular  and  handsome.  Luis 
TILLAN,  103438  (P-2-N-14),  Box  747,  Starke 
FL  32091. 


CHARLIE,  I  want  everyone  who  reads  GCN  to 
know  your  my  best  friend.  Your  sister,  JIMI 
It  gets  bad  in  here.  Some  inmates  believe  just 
because  you  are  gay  you  have  to  make  love  to 
them.  I’m  a  country  guy  looking  for  buddy’s  to 
write  for  friendship.  They  call  me  ‘Wendy’. 
Paul  WINBORN,  106476,  Gar  4-R-12,  LA 
State  Prison,  Angola  LA  70712. 


34  yr  old  GM  seeking  correspondence  with  drag 
Queens  or  other  Gay  males.  For  friendship. 
Other  prisoners  welcome.  Tyrone  WILLIAMS, 
095738,  Box  500  (F-55),  Olustee  FL  32072 


Level  headed,  open  minded,  with  many  in¬ 
terests,  from  politics  to  pornography.  Looking 
for  someone  to  exchange  thoughts  with  freely. 
Tom  BUTLER,  389367,  Rt  4  Box  1100, 
Rosharon  TX  77583. 


GBM,  35,  very  nice  body,  experienced  top  as 
well  as  bottom,  not  into  games.  Short  time  left. 
Sincere  guys  write  to:  Perry  MURPHY,  90800, 
Box  128,  Eddyville  KY  42038. 


I’m  a  young  transvestite  looking  for  a  lasting 
friendship  and  future  romance.  Soon  to  be 
released.  Are  there  still  sincere  men  out  there 
who  want  a  relationship  with  a  beautiful  but 
lonely  queen?  Angel  McCAFFREY,  R1 14-030, 
Box  120,  Lebanon  OH  45036. _ 

20  yr  old  gay  male  who  got  3  yrs  for  defending 
myself.  I'd  appreciate  it,  GCN,  if  you  could 
help  me  find  some  intelligent  people  that  I  may 
correspond  with.  Thanx.  Lance  SIMON, 
171109,  Box  379,  Boonville  MO  65233. 

Hi  there!  I’m  25,  lonely  (unbearable)  and  would 
like  to  write  someone  to  brighten  up  this  lonely 
homosexual's  days.  Friends  call  me  'Brandi'. 
Jerry  PHELPS,  117296,  Camp  D  Hawk  2L4, 
LA  State  Prison,  Angola  LA  70712, _ 

Here  are  some  of  ray  hobbies  and  interests: 
modeling,  swimming,  SAM,  friendly  compa¬ 
nionship,  playing  pool,  talking  on  the  phone, 
shopping  and  traveling  (and  PEOPLE).  I'd  like 
to  write  someone  out  there.  Billy  HOLCOMB, 
115740,  Drawer  1072  (MN  041),  Arcadia  FL 
33821 _ 

I  read  your  paper  all  the  time.  I’m  28,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  young  (20s)  penpals.  I  enjoy  sports 
and  movies.  Mike  KAMMERZELL,  161115, 
Box  514,  Granite  OK  73547, _ 

GM  23  very  fem  seeks  guys  for  friendship  and 
possible  relationship.  I  enjoy  drawing,  love 
music.  Your  pic  gets  mine.  Sincere  people  only. 

Troy  YATES.  95880  -  “  §T 

dvville  KY  42038. 


(6-F-7),  Box  128,  Ed- 
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1 2  Saturday 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  of  N.E.  Club  for  big  men 

and  their  admirers  holds  monthly  social.  At  The  Center. 
338  Newbury  St.  8- 1  Opm.  $4,  $6.  For  more  info 
387-0762. 

Boston  □  Display  of  Panels  from  the  NAMES  Pro¬ 
ject.  With  Havdalah  service  at  6pm.  At  Temple  Israel. 
Longwood  and  Plymouth  St.  For  info  566-3960. 

Nashua,  NH  □  An  Evening  of  Cultural  Connec¬ 
tions.  Overview  of  Music  and  Literature  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Community.  At  Unitarian  Universalist  Church. 
8pm.  $6.  For  info  (603)595-2650. 

Cambridge  □  Open  &  Gross  Fundraiser.  Raise  funds 
to  cover  court  costs  for  2  of  the  "Harvard  12".  At 
"KIDZ"  House.  14  Lawrence  St.  9pm-2am.  $5  more/less 
okay.  For  info  576-2368. 

13  Sunday 

Boston  □  of  All  Colors  Together.  New 

membership  meeting.  At  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard. 

I -5pm.  For  more  irfo  266-4378. 


18  Friday  □  Madeline  Kahn 
emcee’s  and  evening  of 
theatre,  dance  and  music  at 
Boston  Conservatory 
Theatre,  8pm,  S20-S30.  For 
more  info:  267-0900. 


Cambridge  □  Reading  by  Marilyn  Hacker  At  New 

Words  Bookstore.  186  Hampshire  St.  7pm.  For  info 
876-5310. 

18  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  This  Week:  Pride  Stuff- 

ing.Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet  new  friends. 
5- 1  Opm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay 
T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ballroom  Dance. 

New  Monthly  Event.  Evening  begins  with  lessons,  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  FCHC.  8:30- 1 2am.  $5.  For  info  524-3816. 

Boston  □  FCHC  Benefit  featuring  Madeline  Kahn. 

Evening  of  theater,  dance  and  music.  At  Boston  Conser¬ 
vatory  Theater.  3 1  Hemenway  Street.  8pm.  $20/30  inc. 
reception.  For  info  267-0900. 

1 9  Saturday 


Boston  □  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and 
alcohol  free.  At  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  7  I  Opm  $2 
donation.  The  third  Saturday  of  the  month. 

Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Soccer  Team  Seeks  new  ex¬ 
perienced  players.  For  practice/game  schedule  661-6771. 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Boston  Healing  Circle.  All  are  welcome. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:3Qpm.  For  info  731-9584. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 

I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 


Boston  □  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Harriet  Tub- 
man  House.  6:30pm.  For  info  825-2610. 

Medford  □  WMFO  91.5,  Community  talk  radio  show 
with  Sheila  Parks.  7-9am.  Tufts  University  radio. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Worcester  □  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth  .  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual  youth  21 
and  under.  Meets  1st  and  third  Wednesday  of  month  at 
United  Congregational  Church.  6  Institute  Rd.  7pm.  For 
info  (508)  755-0005. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 


Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA,  140  Clarendon 
St.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 


Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  Topics:  5/ IS 
Shyness.  5/22  Butch/Femme  —  Is  it  back!  At  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  For  info  354-8807. 


Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807. 


Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  In¬ 
fo:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 


Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  J.P. 

Potluck.  At  The  First  Church  Hall.  Corner  of  Eliot  and 
Centre  Sts.  4:30-7pm.  For  info  327-5669. 


Westfield  □  Music  by  Laura  Wood  and  Doshie 
Powers.  At  Gallery  Coffeehouse.  3  Main  St.  8pm.  For  in¬ 
fo  (413)  562-8703. 


Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  undei  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  6.9-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare, 
wheelchair  accessible.  At  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant 
St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  354-8807. 


South  Shore  □  GLASS  (Gays  and  Lesbians  of  the 
South  Shore)  Monthly  Meeting  6-8pm.  For  info 
380-7933. 

Brookline  □  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance  Classes. 

Begin  five  week  session  of  classes  for  Gays  and  Lesbians. 
For  info  522-1444. 

Cambridge  □  Mother’s  Day  Extravaganza.  Music  by 
Tricia  Langlois,  Adrienne,  Doshie  Powers,  and  Michael 
Andrew  Frank.  At  212  Hampshire  St.  8pm.  $6.  For  info 
876-9330. 

Boston  □  Open  Casting  Call  for  “Gays  for  Patsy” 

Group  will  participate  in  Gay  Pride  Parade.  At  Gladdance 
Studio.  551  Tremont  St.  2pm.  For  info  825-3268. 

14  Monday 

Cambridge  □  “Your  Mother  is  a  What?  A  discussion 
of  Lesbian  Families.  At  The  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant 
St.  7-9pm.  For  info  354-8807. 

Boston  □  Meeting  for  Boston  Team  going  to  Gay 
Games  III.  All  welcome.  At  The  Center.  338  Newbury 
St.  8pm.  For  info  288-1606. 

1 6  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force.  Help  work  on  initiatives  to  prevent  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  971  Commonwealth 
Ave.  7pm.  For  more  info  782-1056. 

Boston  □  New  England  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual 
Veterans.  General  membership  meeting.  At  The  Center. 
338  Newbury  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  more  info  723-8127. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Brown  Bag  Lunch. 

12:30pm.  For  more  info  725-3562. 

17  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Pride  Kickoff  Party  at  The  Center.  338 

Newbury  St.  7-IOpm.  262-3149. 


Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series:  Keep  It  Up! 

At  Buddies.  51  Stuart  St.  l2-6pm.  For  info  437-6200  x298. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers  Meeting.  For  older  gay 
males.  At  Lindemann  Health  Center.  25  Stamford  St. 
2-4pm.  $1. 

Marlboro  □  WOBBLES:  West  of  Boston  Lesbians 
Camping  Trip.  To  Nickerson  State  Park.  For  info  (508) 
386-7737. 

20  Sunday 

Watertown  □  GLOW  Annual  Pizza  Party.  All 

welcome.  7pm.  For  info  395-4664. 

Boston  □  Todd  and  Michael's  Silent  Movie  Night. 

Tribute  to  Greta  Garbo.  For  info  288-0391. 

21  Monday 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series:  Women,  Sex, 
HIV  and  Staying  Healthy  At  332  Newbury  St. 
6:30-8pm.  For  info  267-0900. 

22  T uesday 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Service  Center  New 
Volunteer  Orientation.  At  338  Newbury  St.  For  info 
247-2927. 

Brookline  □  Healing  Service.  For  all  affected  by 
AIDS.  At  United  Parish.  210  Harvard  St.  7:30pm.  For  info 
628-7665. 

24  Thursday 

Boston  □  NAMES  Project  Quilting  Bee.  At  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  Church.  6-9pm.  For  info  451-9003. 

Cambridge  □  Feminist  Cancer  Support  Group.  At 

Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-9pm.  For  info 
489-3806. 

Cambridge  □  Poetry  Reading  by  Fire.  At  New 

Words  Bookstore.  186  Hampshire  St.  7:30pm. 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 
Saturday 

Boston  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 


Somerville  □  GLOSS:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.  Monthly  potluck.  71 
Union  Sq.  6pm.  First  Sunday  of  each  mont'i.  For  more  in¬ 
fo  Lisa  628-2532. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Monday  Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others 
living  with  HIV.  38  Appleton  St.  7:30-9pm.  For  info 
694-0964. 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Worcester  □  Aids  Project  Worcester  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing  with 
HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  Topics:  5/14 
Competition.  5/21  Non-Monogamy.  At  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1  Opm.  For  info  354-8807. 

T  uesday 

Boston  □  Lambada  Dance  Class.  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays.  128  A  Tremont  St.  4th  fl.  6pm.  For  more  info 
576-1018. 

Boston  □  Brazilian  Dance  Class.  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays.  128  A  Tremont  St.  4th  fl.  For  more  info 
576-1018. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl. 
8- 1  Opm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30- 1  Opm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  x  1 908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 
Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  At  Mass  College  of 
Art.  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15pm.  For  info 
266-0628 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 


Thursday 

Boston  □  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  Meets  alternating  Thursdays.  At  The  Center,  rm 
202K.  338  Newbury  St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  828-3039. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30- 10pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Boston  □  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center,  rm  202.  338 
Newbury  St.  For  info  492-4639. 

Friday 

Watertown  □  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Water- 

town.  For  more  info  395-4664. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV-positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Brookline  □  “Swingtime”.  Lesbian,  gay,  bisexual  sw¬ 
ing  dance  lessons.  First  Friday  of  the  month.  185  Corey 
Rd.  8:30-9:15.  $4.  For  info  661-1792. 

Boston  □  Classic  Films  On  Super  8  Film.  At  The 

Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  Free.  For  info 
236-1012. 

Boston  □  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies.  5/18  E.T  5/25 
Man  Who  Knew  Too  Much.  At  the  Center.  338  Newbury 
St.  8:05pm.  $2. 


Last  Exit  to  Brooklyn.  Directed  by  Uli  Edel. 
Screenplay  by  Desmond  Nakano,  based  on  the 
novel  by  Hubert  Selby.  Jr.  With  Stephen  Lang,  Jen¬ 
nifer  Jason  Leigh,  Bert  Young,  Peter  Dobson,  Ricki 
Lake,  Cameron  Johann,  Alexis  Arquette,  Zette. 
Running  time  100  minutes.  Now  playing  nationally 
and  at  the  Loew’s  Nickelodeon,  Boston. 


By  Michael  Bronski 

When  Hubert  Selby’s  Last  Exit  to 
Brooklyn  was  published  in  1964,  it 
deeply  shocked  readers  and 
reviewers.  Censorship  was  breaking  down 
and  people,  getting  used  to  the  pastoral  sex¬ 
uality  of  Fanny  Hill,  the  bawdiness  of  Henry 
Miller’s  Tropic  of  Cancer,  or  John  Rechy’s 
homo-underworld  in  City  of  Night,  were 
just  not  prepared  for  the  extreme  sex, 
violence  and  drug  world  of  Selby’s 
nightmarish  vision  of  the  American  Dream 
gone  down  the  sewer.  And,  at  least  for  its 
time,  it  was  realty  down  the  sewer.  In  six 
inter-connected  short  stories  Selby  dragged 
into  the  light  of  literary  respectability 
hustlers,  pimps,  hoods,  drag  queens, 
repressed  queers,  rape,  drug  dealers  and 
violence.  Explicit  domestic,  sexual,  street, 
union,  marital,  emotional,  personal  and 
random  violence  permeated  the  book,  over¬ 
whelming  not  only  Selby’s  lost  souls  but 
readers  as  well.  Selby’s  working  class 
Brooklyn  was  a  contemporary  Dante’s  in¬ 
ferno  with  a  few  extra  circles  added  because 
things  weren’t  bad  enough  to  start  with. 

Now,  25  years  later.  Last  Exit  has  finally 
made  it  to  the  screen  and  German  filmmaker 
Uli  Edel  —  along  with  screenplay  writer 
Desmond  Nakano  —  have  managed  to  re¬ 
main  completely  faithful  to  the  book  while 
at  the  same  time  transforming  it  from  a  jag¬ 
ged  piece  of  American  realism  to  a  near 
operatic,  Europeanized  art  film  complete 
with  a  symphonic  score  and  an  angst  more 
romantic  than  revolting.  There  is  still  a  great 
deal  of  violence  in  this  Last  Exit  and, 
although  it  is  not  as  cheap  or  flagrant  as 
what  you  see  in  slasher  films,  it  is  still  power¬ 
ful,  disquieting  and  disturbing. 

Selby’s  book  was  filled  —  especially  for 
its  time  —  with  homosexuals.  They 
populated  almost  all  of  the  stories,  hanging 
out  at  the  Greek  diner  with  the  hoods, 
smoking  pot  and  popping  bennies  to  get 
themselves  through  a  rough  world.  The  two 


No  way  out 

Twenty-five  years  after  the  publication  of  Hubert  Selby's 
tale  of  drag  queens,  hustlers,  dealers  and  repressed 
queers,  Last  Exit  to  Brooklyn  becomes  a  cinematic 
examination  of  despair 


Vinnie  (Peter  Dobson,  I)  and  Harry  (Stephen  Lang)  argue  in  'Last  Exit  to  Brooklyn 


main  queers  —  there  is  no  way  that  these  are 
gay  characters  —  were  Georgette,  the  drag 
queen,  who  spends  her  life  fucked  up  on 
speed  and  chasing  down  rough  trade,  and 
Harry,  a  union  official  whose  unacknow¬ 
ledged  lust  for  men  is  destroying  his  mar¬ 
riage  and  his  life.  But  even  though  Last  Exit 
had  gay  characters,  it  had  no  real  gay  male 
sensibility:  Selby’s  world  is  too  harsh  to 
have  any  sensibility  other  than  detachment 
from  the  searing  pain  all  of  the  characters 
live.  What  Edel  has  done  in  his  film  is  instill 


a  real,  palpable,  sense  of  male  erotics  into 
Selby’s  material.  In  the  same  way  that 
Fassbinder’s  Querelle  infused  a  glamorized- 
Tom-of-Finland-porn  sensibility  into 
Genet’s  novel,  Edel  has  homosexualized 
Last  Exit  by  centering  a  great  deal  of  its  ac¬ 
tions  and  conflicts  in  male  sexuality.  His 
camera  is  constantly  gliding  over  the  male 
actors,  caressing  their  muscles  and  idealiz¬ 
ing  their  bodies,  Bruce  Weber  style,  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  find  their  souls. 

This  creates  something  of  a  paradox,  if 


not  a  problem,  because  Selby’s  characters 
don’t  really  have  any  souls.  What  worked 
for  Fassbinder  in  Querelle  —  essentially  giv¬ 
ing  pre-Stonewall  Genet  a  post-gay  libera¬ 
tion  attitude  —  misses  here.  Selby’s  people 
lived  in  a  passionless,  loveless  limbo,  sex  just 
another  form  of  violence.  For  the  film  to 
generate  sexual  heat  only  confuses  the  issue. 
Edel  and  Nakano  probably  realize  that 
Selby’s  vision  was  simply  too  strong  for  film 
and  needed  to  find  a  way  to,  if  not  lighten  it 
up,  at  least  make  it  more  palatable. 

What  Edel  has  also  done  —  and  which 
works  wonderfully  —  is  to  create  a  real  sense 
of  distance  for  the  audience.  Like  Querelle, 
again,  and  Visconti’s  Rocco  and  His 
Brothers  or  The  Leopard,  Edel  has  es¬ 
chewed  strict  realism  and  created  a 
theatrical  equivalent.  The  streets  in  Last  Ex¬ 
it  look  like  sets  and  the  acting  has  a  stylized 
quality  that  creates  a  power  of  its  own,  but 
which  negates  any  sense  of  immediacy  that 
might  make  the  film  too  painful.  This  or¬ 
namental,  operatic  approach  also  gives  the 
film  a  stark,  but  non-threatening  look  which 
mitigates  the  violence  to  spectacle  and 
allows  the  characters’  emotions  —  what 
there  are  of  them  —  to  come  through. 

But  even  with  these  changes  Last  Exit  to 
Brooklyn  is  a  difficult  film  to  sit  through. 
Although  beautifully  done  —  and  with  great 
performances  —  it  is  painful  because  it 
doesn’t  have  much  of  a  payoff.  This  is  par¬ 
ticularly  true  of  the  portions  involving 
Georgette  —  wonderfully  played  by  Alexis 
Arquette  —  and  Tralala,  a  prostitute  who  is 
gang  raped,  played  by  Jennifer  Jason  Leigh. 
Although  well  observed,  these  lives  are  too 
fragmented,  too  obscured  by  the  circum¬ 
scribed  text  and  not  illuminated  enough  by 
the  style,  to  mean  anything  to  us.  Even  the 
story  of  the  repressed  Harry  (Stephen  Lang) 
and  his  affair  with  the  shallow  queen  Regina 
(Zette),  which  has  more  of  an  emotional 
range  to  it,  feels,  by  the  end,  not  exactly 
pointless  but  hardly  emotionally  rewarding. 
Director  Edel  and  screenwriter  Nakano 
clearly  have  compassion  for  all  of  their 
characters  but  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  feel 
much  more  than  pity  or  fear  for  them.  Last 
Exit  to  Brooklyn  is  the  sort  of  film  you  end 
up  respecting  rather  than  liking  because  it 
terrorizes  your  emotions  rather  than  engag¬ 
ing  them.  □ 


If  You  Have  Not  Taken  the  HIV  Antibody  Test... 

THINK  ABOUT  IT. 

If  you  test  positive  you  have  medical  choices: 


•  Treatments  such  as  AZT  and  Aerosolized 
Pentamadine  that  may  slow  or  prevent 
some  HIV-related  illnesses. 

•  Tests  to  measure  how  well  your  immune 
system  is  working. 

Keep  in  mind: 

•  You  should  get  pre-  and  post-test  counseling  from  an  HIV-sensitive 
health  care  provider,  or  at  an  Alternative  Test  Site. 

•  Your  current  housing,  employment  and  insurance  may  be  affected. 

•  You  will  need  emotional  support  before,  during  and  after  the  test. 


YOU  CAN 
FIGHT  HIV! 


AIDS  ACTION  Committtee  cares  about  your  health  . 
We  hope  you  will  take  care  of  yourself  by  getting  good  health 
care  and  by  continuing  to  practice  safer  sex. 


Give  yourself  a 

chance. 


For  information  about  HIV  Illness  call : 

AIDS  ACTION  Line 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

Alternative  Test  Site  Program 


(617)536-7733 

(617)267-0159 

(617)522-4090 


